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Comments  on  Sargents  New    College  Plan 


BY  YVONNE  LA-GARDE 

In  theOctober  15th  issue  of  the  Boston 
Sunday  Globe,  Muriel  L.  Cohen  wrote  an 
article  discussing  Governor  Francis  W. 
Sargent's  proposed  reforms  in  public 
higher  education  institutions.  What  he  had 
to  say  is  of  great  importance  to  all 
of  us,  because  these  reforms  have  the 
potential  to  greatly  influence  our  educa- 
tional system.  For  those  of  you  not 
familiar  with  Sargent's  five-point  plan, 
the  following  is  a  brief  summary  and 
comment  on  some  of  the  improvements 
he  has  to  offer: 

1.  new  tuition  based  on  need 

2.  new  standards  for  the  hiring  and 

granting  of  tenure 

3.  new    3-year    degree  program 


The  new  tuition  system  Sargent 
presented  to  the  "lay  trustees  and  the 
gubenatorial  appointees  on  the  eight 
education  boards"  is  designed  to  give 
everyone  who  is  qualified  the  opportunity 
to  go  to  college.  One  would  not  be  pena- 
lized due  to  financial  difficulties.  This 
would  mean  students  unable  to  pay  col- 
lege fees  would  receive  some  type  of 
scholarship  while  the  tuition  of  more 
affluent  students  would  be  increased. 
This  philosophy  sounds  like  the  solution 
to  the  students'  financial  difficulties, 
but  there  are  many  points  to  be  consi- 
dered. How  would  such  a  system  be 
controlled?  Who  or  what  would  deter- 
mine which  students  would  receive  scho- 


larships and  which  students  would  be 
required  to  pay  increased  tuition  rates. 
Those  on  the  top  and  bottom  of  economic 
scale  know  where  they  stand,  they  either 
receive  extra  money  or  pay  it  but,  what 
about  those  of  us  in  the  middle?  We're 
not  poor  blacks  and  yet  most  of  us 
aren't  wealthy  enough  to  be  able  to  afford 
a  jack  in  the  price  of  education.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Board  of  Trustees 
remember  the  middle  class  students, 
the  student  who  although  unqualified  for 
scholarship  is  bogged  down  by  college 
expenses. 

A  teacher  should  be  hired  on  the  basis 
of  excellance,  this  of  course  should 
also  be  true  of  tenure.  Because  afaculty 
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In  Late  October 

For,  not  surprisingly,  most  of  the  best 
devices  are  Will's  own-the  imaginary 
wall  with  its  imaginary  and  wandering 
chink,  a  personified  moon  with  a  tiny 
dog  in  tow,  an  anthropomorphic  lion. 
And  Shakespeare's  own  pacing  of 
Bottom's  crew  with  the  fairies  and  the 
real  lovers  gave  the  night  a  sense  of 
constant  renewal  and  variety.  Reason  and 
love  keep  little  company,  as  Will  wisely 
knew,  and  we  left  perhaps  with  no  more 
than  a  sense  of  enchantment  and  wonder- 
no  small  accomplishment  in  this  strange 
age  we  have  been  born  into. 


They  came  and  they  conquered.  I  don't 
know  what  they  saw,  but  I  know  what  I 
saw  and  I  found  it  damn  good.  It  was 
a  very  amusing  American  play  which 
happened  to  have  been  borrowed  from 
Dah  Massuh  liisself.  We  were  very 
fortunate  to  have  had  them  here...we 
laughed,  we  sighed,  we  cried  very  little. 


Good  frend  for  Jesus  sake  forbeare. 
To  dig  the  dust  encloased  heare, 
Blese  be  the  man  who  spares  these  stones 
And  curst  be  he  that  moves  my  bones. 


The  National  Shakespeare  Company 
dusted  off  some  of  the  bard's  bones 
last  night  at  Weston  Auditorium;  and 
if  it  was  not  -pure  Shakespeare"  (what- 
ever that  means),  it  certainly  was  un- 
adulterated fun.  Most  of  the  actors  and 
all  the  actresses  seemed  to  have  been 
recruited  as  much  for  their  acrobatic 
ability  as  for  their  acting  talents.  The 
comic  scenes  in  particular  were  ex- 
tended and  heightened  by  the  sensual 
gymnastics  of  the  participants  and  the 
frequently  brilliant  judoistic  choreo- 
graphy of  the  director,  William  Franc - 
cisco. 

The  magic  was  there.  The  marvelous 
diaphanous  tent,  the  tie-dyed  dream  of 
Philip  Meister,  transported  Oberon  and 
Titania  to  where  all  the  remnants  of 
our  childhood  imaginations  should  be, 
and  allowed  the  Ass  of  Bottom  to  be  as 
real  as  Bottoms  or  Asses  can  ever  be. 
And,  of  course,  1972  allows  for  a  bit 
of  psychedelic  addenda-the  echoes  of 
speakers,  flashing  of  strobes,  and  the 
thunderous  rumblings  of  the  hidden  gods; 
all  of  which  is  wisely  held  to  a  minimum 
and  none  of  which  gets  in  the  way  of 
the  play  itself. 
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I  suppose  it  heresy  to  suggest  that 
Shakespeare  needs  an  editor  in  the 
twentieth  century,  but  there  were  scenes 
that  dragged  (why  should  Lysander  and 
Demetrius  rush  back  and  forth  across 
the  stage-the  forest  of  course-for  what 
seemed  a  paradoxically  interminable  five 
minutes?);  and  it  is  true  that  the  NSC 
has  amended  and  emended  where  en- 
lightened fancy  seems  to  have  taken  them. 

Ron  Beebe,  as  Bottom,  and  his 'whole 
dirty  crew"  did  manage  to  bring  gusto 
when  the  aery  phantoms  began  to  flag 
and  the  mind  to  wander,  albeit  unwill- 
ingly, away  from  the  words  of  the  im- 
mortal bard.  Most  of  their  work  was  ham, 
good  ham,  and  some  of  it  pure  slap- 
stick no  objection  there;  but  I  see  no 
need  to  introduce  a  faggy  Philostrate, 
Master  of  Revels,  especially  into  the 
final  scene  where  it  serves  no  purpose 
except  to  get  a  cheap  laugh  and  distract- 
though  there  are  those  who  would  argue 
that  our  America  is,  in  truth,  pure 
camp,  and  the  audience  (our  audience, 
good  old  FSC)  does  love  its  stage  queens. 

But,  then,  is  nothing  sacrosanct?  (I 
did  manage  to  hear  the  rumblings  of 
traditionalists  in  the  background-that 
too  psychedelic.)  Look,  here's  the  way 
I  see  it.  The  NSC  brought  the  bard 
downhome  and  put  on  a  hell  of  a  show. 


As  for  the  company  itself,  it  is  highly- 
disciplined  and  professional,  and  some 
seem  to  have  enough  talent  to  promise 
possible  exciting  futures.  I  was  particu- 
larly taken  by  the  work  of  Charles  Davis 
in  the  difficult  double  role  of  Theseus 
and  Oberon,  and  of  course  by  the  Bron- 
tosaurus  presence  of  Ron  Beebe.  James 
Lavin  and  Jeffery  DeMunn  were  fine 
roues;  and  AnitaSorels,  Megan McTavish 
and  the  very  beautiful  Hermia  whose 
name  did  not  appear  on  the  program  were 
all  so  lovely  and  graceful  it's  hard 
for  me  to  express  a  professional  opi- 
nion. I  must  confess  I  did  not  enjoy  the 
interpretaion  of  Puck  by  Jere  O'Don- 
nell  who  seemed  sinister  rather  than 
puckish  and  a  poor  escort  for  us  from 
the  real  to  the  magical  world.  There  is 
a  cruelty  to  wit,  as.  V.S.  Pritchett  has 
so  subtly  argued,  but  it  can  be  dis- 
guised   so    as    to    delight  rather  than 


frighten 


The  lighting,  run  so  ably  by  Grace 
\Voodard,  the  scenery  designed  by  Karl 
Eigsti,  and  the  costumes  of  Jim  Harris 
also  elevated  and  delighted.  We  were 
indeed  fortunate  to  share  this  particular 
"no    more  yielding  but   a  dream " 

Thanks  from  the  pit. 


member  has  been  granted  tenure,  this 
does  not  necessarily  suggest  that  he  is 
a  good  or  decent  teacher.  I  don't  pay 
$300/yr.  to  have  to  suffer  through  the 
bad  lectures  of  a  teacher  branded  with 
the  label  of  tenure.  Tenure  is  an  honor 
and  it  should  be  granted  sparingly  to 
those  teachers  deserving  of  it.  Teachers 
are  very  powerful  in  that  they  have  the 
potential  to  mold  the  children  of  a  society, 
only  the  best  should  be  allowed  this 
privilege. 

The  3  year  degree  program  recom- 
mended by  the  Governor  would  give  those 
students  who  are  ambitious  enougl  he 
opportunity  to  complete  their  cohege 
education  in  three  instead  of  four  years, 
a  student  procedure  which  would  include 
summer  courses  and  a  heavier  load 
during  the  normal  school  session. 
Although,  many  students  enjoy  their  four 
years  at  college  for  basically  social 
reasons  the  3-yr.  option  offers  those 
students  who  are  eager  and  willing  to 
carry  an  extra  load  the  freedom  to 
complete  their  education  earlier  than 
most. 

The  five  points  made  by  Governor 
Sargent  are  worthwhile  recommenda- 
tions. I  hope  the  Board  of  Trustees 
looks  into  these  issues  carefully,  for  they 
are  of  great  importance,  since  they  can 
radically  change  the  values  and  standards 
of  existing  institutions.  The  proposals 
must  be  well  thought  out  before  they  are 
practiced  in  the  colleges  for  the  stu- 
dents are  neither  guinea  pigs  nor  poli- 
tical pawns. 

Students 

Welfare 

Committee 

The  Student  Welfare  committee  of 
the  Faculty  Senate  is  again  active  tins 
year.  The  Committee,  consisting  of 
faculty  and  students  meets  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  each  month  in  Thompson 
Hall,  Room  313  (Music  Office)  at  3:15 
P.m. 

The  purpose  of  the  committee  as 
outlined  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Fa- 
culty Senate  (Art.  IV,  Sec.  2)  is: 

"To  encourage  and  maintain  dia- 
logue between  students  and  faculty, 
and  to  study,  formulate,  and  pro- 
pose policy  touching  upon  student 
rights,  student  participation  in  ex- 
tracurricular activities,  the  student 
newspaper,  and  social  and  other 
clubs.  The  chairman  and  a  majori- 
ty of  the  members  of  this  commit- 
tee shall  be  Senate  members  whose 
major  involvement  is  with  college 
students." 

This  committee  was-  designed  with 
the  student  in  mind  and  welcomes  your 
participation.  In  the  past  it  has  helped 
to  answer  student  questions  and  direct 
students  toward  the  proper  channels  to 
solve  their  conflicts.  Students  who  have 
problems  or  ideas  to  discuss  or  who 
would  like  more  information  about  the 
committee  and  its  functions  should  feel 
free  to  contact  any  member  of  the  Stu- 
dent Welfare  Committee. 
Faculty  members  of  the  committee  are: 
Frank  Patterson  (chairman)  -  Music  - 
Phone:  343-6417  Ext.  342 
William  Saville (co-chairman)  -  Physical 
Ed.  -  Ext.  320 

Christine  Cosgrove  -  Math.  -  Ext.  337 
Stanley  Dick  -  Biology  -  Ext.  311 
Paul   Girling   -    Psychology  -  Ext.  306 
Raymond  Hoops-Industrial  Arts.  Ext. 322 
Jane  Kerr  -  Nursing  -  Ext.  318 
Caroline  Murphy  -  Philosophy  and  Lan- 
guages. -  Ext.  339 
Walter  Richards  -  Education  -  Ext.  325 

Student  members  are: 
Tony  D'Ambrosio-SGAOffice-345-6946 
Frank  Trevisani-Herlihy  Hall-343-9764 
Phil       Walent-SGA   Office   -   345-6946 

Student  members  may  be  contacted  by- 
placing  a  note  in  the  SGA  Office  in  the 
basement  of  Thompson  Hall. 

The  Student  Welfare  Committee  is 
again  hoping  to  provide  an  outlet  for 
students  and  give  them  direction  in 
student  and  student-faculty  matters. 
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Is  the  "Cycle"  really  worth  the  trouble  and  headaches  the  staff  gets  for  it? 
I  don't  really  know.. ..yet.  It  seems  that  the  only  criticisms  or  comments,  whether 
positive  or  negative,  come  from  the  administration  and  faculty.  And  even  most 
of  these  comments  are  negative  in  nature.  VVhenever  I  "get  a  paper  out",  I  feel 
like  I'm  up  in  front  of  a  supreme  assembly  of  administration  and  faculty  alike, 
who  are  deliberating  whether  the  paper  is  good  or  bad.  This  is  a  student  publica- 
tion written  solely  for  their  benefit,  but  I'm  beginning  to  wonder  if  there  are  any 
students  out  there. 

An  election  for  editor-in-chief  is  coming  up  and  I'm  running  unopposed.  Is 
this  an  indication  that  no-one  gives  a  damn  about  the  paper  or  that  the  students 
like  the  way  the  paper  is  being  done??  I  wish  some  students  would  let  the  staff 
know  so  changes  could  be  made,  if  any.  We're  finally  getting  the  paper  "planted" 
so  it's  up  to  you,  the  students,  to  decide  whether  the  roots  are  weeded  or  fer- 
tilized. 

D.  J. 


Guest  Editorial 


Recently  many  of  the  fraternities  on  campus  were  concerned  when  they  found 
few  or  no  pledgers  this  year.  If  they  wish  to  know  why  maybe  they  should  take 
a  good  close  look  at  themselves.  Cliques  went  out  with  the  fifties  and  greasers. 
It  seems  thatthefrats  act  out  of  complete  inconsideration  of  anyone  but  themselves. 
If  a  member  says  hi  to  you  he  thinks  he's  doing  you  a  big  favor.  I  share  the 
same  point  of  view  as  many  others. 

Herlihy  Hall 
Independent 


Guest  Editorial 


Ominous  clouds  are  appearing  on  the  horizons  of  American  freedom.  With 
recent  court  decisions  closing  in  on  the  personal  liberties  of  some,  one  must 
wonder  about  the  safety  and  permanence  of  all  our  personal  liberties. 

In  New  Jersey,  a  newspaper  reporter  has  been  sentenced  for  refusing  to  identify 
his  sources  of  information.  A  loud  cry  of  protest  is  now  being  raised  by  newspaper 
people  all  over  the  country. 

Stubborn  resistance  to  change  as  exemplified  by  the  Federal  Parole  Board's 
refusal  to  giant  Phillip  Berrigan  a  hearing  for  parole  consideration  threatens 
Rj  ignite  -  prisoner  action  all  over  the  country.  Reconstruction  of  the  Parole 
Hoard  System  to  include  a  due  process  hearing,  a  prisoner's  knowledge  of  what 
is  in  his  files,  communication  of  the  decision  to  grant  or  deny  parole  within  two 
weeks  and  a  reason  for  the  decision  are  the  first  necessary  steps  to  be  acted 
quickly  upon  if  we  are  to  insure  prisoners  individual  rights. 

Several  major  cities  in  the  United  States  have  passed  legislation  requiring 
that  all  Black  Americans  register  themselves  and  their  children  for  Sickle-Cell 
testing.  When  sickle-cell  is  known  as  only  the  TWENTY-FIRST  leading  killer 
of  Black  people,  why  does  legislation  single  it  out  over  the  twenty  other  killers 
to  REQUIRE  "treatment"? 

Freedom  of  the  press,  the  individuals  right  to  know,  is  in  the  strength  of 
our  Freedom  of  the  Press.  We  must  fight  every  legislative  effort  to  incringe 
on  this  liberty  if  we  are  to  insure  all  of  our  personal  liberties  a  place  in  our  lives. 
Educate  yourselves. 

Guest  Editorial 


A  tall  blonde  girl  walks  into  the  elevator  of  High  Rise  dormitory  and  pushes 
the  button  to  the  sixth  floor.  She  is  planning  to  shower  and  set  her  hair  in  curlers, 
then  crouch  herself  up  in  a  chair  to  watch  Saturday  Night  at  the  Movies  on  the 
boob-tube.  She  is  an  attractive  girl,  well  built  and  nicely  rounded.  Her  smile  is 
sweet  and  her  voice  is  sexy.  There  is  no  reason  why  a  cute  girl  with  so  much 
going  for  her  is  sitting  in  the  dorm  along  with  a  good  many  other  girls.  She  is  by 
no  means  the  kind  of  girl  one  would  classify  as  a  square,  believing  in  womens  lib 
to  an  extent.  She  thinks  the  "no-bra  look"  is  great  but  prefers  to  wear  one  in 
public.  She  is  very  popular  around  the  campus  as  she  was  in  High  School. 

She  will  no  doubt  spend  the  evening  talking  to  the  girls  about  how  screwed- 
up  the  guys  are  in  campus.  She  will  comment  on  the  fact  that  Fitchburg  State 
guys  are  the  only  guys  in  the  world  that  enjoy  sex,  drinking  and  cars. 

Her  mind  is  coi  vinced  that  the  guys  are  afraid  of  girls.  After  all,  nobody  came 
right  up  to  her  and  asked  her  out.  No  guy  struck  up  a  conversation  out  of  the  clear 
blue  sky  over  the  high  cost  of  living  or  the  war  in  Vietnam. 

This  girl  went  out  last  Saturday  night  with  a  guy  from  the  dorm.  She  knew  he 
was  an  ass-hole  before  she  went  out  with  him.  After  all,  her  girlfriend's  best 
friend  told  her  so.  She  knew  he  was  going  to  try  to  rape  her  in  the  movie  theatre 
and  force  her  into  the  back  seat  of  his  friend's  car,  the  car  he  paid  five  dollars 
to  use  so  he  could  take  her  out.  For  sure,  he  was  going  to  get  his  money's  worth 
of  her.  She  spent  the  evening  waiting  for  him  to  make  his  move  so  she  could 
shut  him  down  but  he  didn't!  He  settled  for  a  kiss  at  the  door  instead  and  she  was 
mad.  After  all,  what  fun  was  it  for  her? 

The  guy  never  called  her  back,  affirming  her  impression  that  he  is  an  ass- 
hole and  that  he  is  like  all  the  other  guys  around  the  college.  After  all,  what  had 
she  done  wrong?  She  had  smiled  when  he  smiled,  she  didn't  remain  stiff  like 
a  board  when  he  kissed  her  goodnight.  She  gave  him  the  pleasure  of  her  company, 
something  not  every  guy  on  campus  has  the  opportunity  to  do.  Of  course,  it  is 
no  wonder! 

This  cute  blonde  girl  could  be  almost  anyone  on  campus,  her  name  could  be 
Sally,  Joan,  Barbie,  Alice,  or  one  of  a  thousand  others.  She  doesn't  have  to  be 
blonde  or  live  in  High  Rise.  It  seems  that  almost  all  of  the  females  on  campus 
look  at  the  guys  as  different  than  any  other  on  earth.  Perhaps  most  of  them  are, 
they  may  enjoy  the  company  of  the  girl  they  ask  out  and  you  know,  they  may 
not  even  have  a  motive!  Maybe  if  the  hundred  of  really  cute  girls  wasting  their 
time  in  front  of  the  tube  on  weekends,  or  going  home,  met  the  guys  half  way  or 
took  the  first  step,  they  may  have  the  best  time  of  their  life  next  weekend. 
Alter  all,  guys  need  some  encouragement,  they  aren't  all  brave  and  uninhibited 
like  me! 

A.F.S. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

I  am  a  freshman,  commuter,  female 
and  am  becoming  rapidly  discouraged 
with  F.S.C.  Don't  get  me  wrong  -  I 
like  the  quiet  on  the  campus,  the  size, 
and  the  people.  But  the  courses!  Having 
attended  a  college-prep  high  school 
where  we  worked  from  Sept.  to  June, 
I  arrived  here  expecting  more  of  the 
same.  I  was  sadly  mistaken.  I  see  no 
challenge  whatsoever  in  a  Biology 
course,  for  example,  when  I  can  do  all 
the  Sept. --Oct.  reading  in  one  2  1/2 
hour  sitting  and  feel  as  though  I  under- 
stand it  all.  Then  there's  my  "toughie" 
College  Math  I  course  where  we  delve 
into  such  theories  and  abstractions  as 
sets,  real  numbers,  and  subtraction  and 
addition  of  whole  numbers!!  C'monguys- 
I  used  to  have  to  do  homework  for  an 
A! 

I  admit  this  type  of  learning  appeals  to 
all  of  us  since  we're  basically  a  lazy 
race,  and  these  marks  will  look  great 
when  we're  thinking  about  jobs  and  grad 
schools;  but  my  choice  (Special  Ed.) 
requires  training  and  skills  so  I  want 
to  learn  something  before  I  enter  my 
own  classroom. 

Perhaps  there  are  some  upper- 
classmen  or  faculty  members  who  can 
offer  a  few  words  of  encouragement. 
I  want  to  leave  here  with  more  besides 
new  friends,  a  pile  of  books  and  a  sheep- 
skin! 

I  appreciate  this  space  in  the  "Cycle". 
Thanks. 

M.M. 
P.S.    I  must  give  credit  to  my  Modern 
American  Gov't,  course  -  Dr.  Laporte 
does  an  excellent  job,  and  has  a  great 
approach  to  teaching. 

PICTURES  TO  BE  TAKEN 

Beginning  the  first  All-College  period 
on  November  2nd,  and  running  through 
to  the  first  All-College  period  on  Decem- 
ber 7th,  your  club  or  organization's 
picture  will  be  taken  for  the  F.S.C. 
yearbook  of  1972-73.  These  pictures  will 
be  taken  by  the  Darmanin-Adams  Studio 
in  the  lobby  of  the  High  Rise.  There 
will  be  no  sign-up  or  appointments  - 
just  be  at  the  High  Rise  lobby  with  your 
club  or  organization  members  during  any 
of  the  times  mentioned  above.  Please  do 
not  wait  until  the  last  scheduled  date, 
for  December  7th  will  be  the  final 
picture  sitting.  Promptness  will  help 
insure  yearbook  delivery  before 
graduation. 

Thank  you, 
Bill    Abruzzese    -  John  Capuano 
Co-editors,  Saxifraze  1972-73. 
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by  MICHAEL  SIEGE  L 

As  a  new  member  of  the  faculty  at 
Fitchburg  State,  I  have  attempted  to 
listen  and  learn  before  commenting.  It 
seems,  however,  that  we  need  to  look 
at  an  area  that  has  been  given  inade- 
quate attention  as  an  academic  discipline. 
This  area  encompasses  the  process  of 
speech-communication  and  the  ways  in 
which  people  relate  on  an  interpersonal 
level.  At  present,  there  exists  only  one 
basic  course  which  deals  with  this  field 
of  study  in  a  consistent  way.  Other 
electives  may  be  made  available  to  the 
student,  but  only  after  it  is  certain  that 
the  Speech  100  course  has  been  ade- 
quately covered. 

To  say  that  the  two  hour  basic  course 
can  even  begin  to  deal  with  the  com- 
plexities of  communication  is  hopeful  at 
best.  What  is  needed  is  agroupof  course 
offerings  that  will  enable  the  student  to 
inquire  into  this  human  process  in  a 
more  thorough  way. 

A  major  stumbling  block  to  the 
achievment  of  this  goal  is  the  fact  that 
only  four  faculty  members  in  the  English 
Department  are  presently  engaged  in 
teaching  speech.  In  order  to  probe  the 
interdisciplinary  nature  of  communi- 
cation, an  increase  in  the  number  of 
faculty  is  a  goal  that  should  be  a  priori- 
ty of  this  institution. 

Further,  the  need  for  an  autonomous 
Department  of  Speech-Communication 
and  Theatre  is  apparent.  It  was  in  the 
early  part  of  the  twentieth  century  that 
speech  professors  in  English  depart- 
ments were  breaking  away  and  forming 
new  departments  of  speech. 

The  rise  of  communication  research 
in  recent  years  has  been  devastating. 
Various  scholarly  disciplines  have  been 
instrumental,  these  including  psycho- 
logy, sociology  and  other  behavioral 
and  social  sciences. 

It  is  time  to  develop  a  program  in 
speech-communication  which  concerns 
itself  with  the  real  needs  of  our  stu- 
dent body.  As  future  opinion  leaders 
and  professional  members  of  our  socie- 
ty, they  must  be  equipped  with  the  skills 
and  the  understanding  of  the  communi- 
cation process  as  a  highly  sensitive 
human  behavior.  It  is  my  hope  that 
Fitchburg  State  will  concern  itself  with 
this  need  and  take  affirmative  action 
to  meet  it. 


All  letters  submitted  to  the  editor  must  be  signed  in  full,  but  your  name  will  be 
held  upon  request.  This  is  a  legal  matter  we  must  follow  and  your  name  will  not 
be  revealed  without  your  approval. 
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"EVE  WAS  FRAMED/ 


w  r 


by    MICHELLE  MOREM 

The  relationships  of  men  and  women 
both  inside  and  outside  of  marriage, 
are  obviously  among  the  most  important 
of  human  relationships.  Obviously  too, 
these  relationships  have  changed  drama- 
tically in  the  United  States  in  the  last 
century  and  a  half. 

It  is  true  in  a  sense  that  women  have 
gained  more  freedom.  This  is  the  usual 
statement,  but  it  tends  to  obscure  the 
fact  that  both  sexes  have  changed  their 
ways  of  life,  and  that  most  vital  diffe- 
rences stem  from  a  change  in  the  sur- 
rounding conditions  of  life.  In  agricul- 
tural society  both  sexes  were  severely 
limited.  Industrial  development  in- 
cluding the  growth  of  the  city,  together 
with  the  related  changes  in  other  facts 
of  life,  such  as  religion,  social  idealism, 
and  sex,  produced  all  sorts  of  changes- 
from  women  bankers  to  contraceptives. 

Initially,  the  greatest  changes  come  in 
the  field  of  education,  paving  the  way 
for  female  economic  independence.  In 
the  early  19th  century  female  education 
usually  stopped  at  the  eight  grade,  where- 
upon housewifery  became  the  next  goal 
in  life,  for  the  young  girl.  Gradually 
girls  were  allowed  a  high  school 
education,  and  there  the  struggle  for 
college  opportunities  continued,  right 
down  to  today,  when  previously  all  male 
college  campuses  are  crumbling  under 
the  feminine  touch. 


Amusingly-to  today's  active  woman- 
female  health  and  physical  traits  were 
two  of  the  main  characteristics  that 
retarded  woman's  progress.  Considered 
delicate  in  both  body  and  mind,  woman 
was  placed  on  male's  pedestal  until 
the   ladies  themselves   kicked  it  away. 

Women  today  have  set  a  goal  of  total 
equality  with  men.  Many  strive  for  this 
goal  without  the  realization  that  they  are 
silently  turning  their  men  into  zombies. 
Today  where  there  once  stood  a  peaceful 
passive  man,  willing  to  answer  the  call 
of  any  whim,  stands  the  rough,  rugged 
male  who  is  outdoing  himself  to  prove 
his  masculinity.  The  man  has  become 
in  some  instances  crude,  rude^,  and 
completely  impolite.  This  is  not  to  say 
that  the  effect  of  the  womanly  mystic 
has  died,  and  that  all  men  have  chose 
this  barbaric  role,  but  the  once  strong 
male  charisma  is  slowly  fading  away 
to  nothingness.  We  woman  are  not  plead- 
ing with  men  to  wholely  cancel  their 
attitudes,  but  we  ask  that  they  treat 
us  with  the  respect  that  we  have  long 
since  been  without.  We  are  striving  for 
a  type  of  mental  equality,  a  realization 
that  women  are  not  inferior  to  man  ex- 
cept in  a  sexual-physical  sense.  Men, 
do  not  despair,  we  are  not  attempting 
to  change  this  aspect. 


The  Counseling  Center  At  F.S.C. 


by  JOHN  GEORGE 

•I    wish   I  were  sure  of  my  vocational 
goals." 

•Sometimes    I   ieel    uncomfortable      in 
social  situations." 

•Sometimes    things   at   home   are  hard 
to  take." 

•Too  often   I   feel    tense   and  confused 
and  depressed." 

These  are  some  of  the  typical  con- 
cerns that  students  bring  to  the  counsel- 
ing center  is  a  place  where  you  may 
explore,  in  confidence,  these  and  any 
other  concerns  that  keep  you  from  func- 
tioning at  a  comfortable  level.  These 
concerns  may  be  ••  talked  through"  with 
your  counselor.  Counseling  is  not  telling 
or  advising  you  what  to  do.  The  goal 
of  counseling  is  to  achieve  a  better 
understanding  of  yourself:  your  feelings, 
attitudes,  capabilities,  interests,  and 
aspirations. 

The   counseling   center  has  expanded 


this  year  to  include  three  professionally 
trained  counselors  to  administer  to  the 
needs  of  the  students.  Ray  Bryant,  CAGS, 
who  was  a  counselor  here  last  year 
received  his  training  at  Long  Beach 
State  College  in  California.  Susi 
Schenkel,  PhD,  a  new  member  of  the 
staff,  received  her  training  at  the  State 
University  of  New  York,  at  Buffalo. 
Paul  Tarasuk,  EdD,  who  is  also  new 
this  year,  received  his  training  at  the 
University  of  North  Dakota. 

The  counseling  center  has  moved 
during  the  summer  and  is  now  located 
at  295  Highland  Avenue  next  to  the 
Newman  Center.  Appointments  to  see  one 
of  the  counselors  may  be  made  in 
person  or  bj  telephone  (343-6417,  ext. 
296).  The  center  is  open  from  8:30 
a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  weekdays.  The  counsel- 
ing staff  is  always  available  for  emer- 
gencies which  may  occur  outside  of 
regular  office  hours. 
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The  Student  as  Niger 

by  JERRY  FARBER 


Students  are  niggers.  When  you  get 
that  straight,  our  schools  begin  to  make 
sense.  It's  more  important,  though, 
to  understand  why  they're  niggers.  If 
we  follow  that  question  seriously  enough, 
it  will  lead  us  past  the  zone  of  acade- 
mic bullshit,  where  dedicated  teachers 
pass  their  knowledge  on  to  anew  genera- 
tion, and.  into  the  nitty-gritty  of  human 
needs  and  hang-ups.  And  from  there  we 
can  go  on  to  consider  whether  it  might 
ever  be  possible  for  students  to  come 
up  from  slavery. 

First  let' s  see  what' s  happening  now. 
Let's  look  at  the  role  students  play  in 
what  we  like  to  call  education. 

At  Cal  State  L.A.  where  I  teach, 
the  students  have  separate  and  unequal 
dining  facilities.  If  I  take  them  into  the 
faculty  dining  room,  my  colleagues  get 
uncomfortable,  as  though  there  were  a 
bad  smell.  If  I  eat  in  the  student  cafeteria, 
I  become  known  as  the  educational  equi- 
valent of  a  nigger  lover.  In  at  least 
one  building  there  are  even  restrooms 
which  students  may  not  use.  At  Cal 
State,  also,  there  is  an  unwritten  law 
barring  student-faculty  love-making 
Fortunately,  this  anti-miscengenation 
law,  like  its  Southern  counterpart,  is  not 
100  percent  effective. 

Students  at  Cal  State  are  politically 
disenfranchised.  They  are  in  an  academic 
Lowndes  County.  Most  of  them  can  vote 
in  national  elections-their  average  age 
is  about  26-but  they  have  no  voice  in 
the  decisions  which  affect  their  academic 
lives.  The  students,  are,  it  is  true, 
allowed  to  have  a  toy  government  of 
their  own.  It  is  a  government  run  for 
the  most  part  by  Uncle  Toms  and  con- 
cerned principally  with  trivia.  The 
faculty  and  administrators  decide  what 
courses  will  be  offered;  the  students 
get  to  choose  their  own  Homecoming 
Queen.  Occasionally,  when  student 
leaders  get  uppity  and  rebellious,  they're 
either  ignored,  put  off  with  trivial  con- 
cessions or  maneuvered  expertly  out  of 
positions. 

A  student  at  Cal  State  is  expected 
to  know  his  place.  He  calls  a  faculty 
member  "Sir"  or  "Doctor"  or  "Pro- 
fessor"-and  he  smiles  and  shuff lessome 
as  he  stands  outside  the  professor's 
office  waiting  for  permission  to  enter. 
The  faculty  tell  him  what  courses  to 
take  (in  my  department,  English,  even 
electives  have  to  be  approved  by  a  faculty 
member);  they  tell  him  what  to  read, 
what  to  write,  and,  frequently,  where  to 
set  the  margins  on  his  typewriter.  They 
tell  him  what's  true  and  what  isn't. 
Some  teachers  insist  that  they  encourage 
dissent  but  they're  almost  always  jiving 
and  every  student  knows  it.  Tell  the  man 
what  he  wants  to  hear  or  he'll  fail  your 
ass  out  of  the  course. 

\V hen  a  teacher  says  "jump"  students 
jump.  I  know  of  one  professor  who  re- 
fused to  take  up  class  time  for  exams 
and  required  students  to  show  up  for 
tests  at  6:30  in  the  morning.  And  they 
oid,  by  God!  Another,  at  exam  time, 
prov  ides  answer  cards  to  be  filled  out- 
each  one  enclosed  in  a  paper  bag  with 
a  hole  cut  in  the  top  to  see  through. 
Students  stick  their  writing  hands  in 
the  bags  while  taking  the  test.  The  tea- 
cher isn't  a  provo;  I  wish  he  were.  He 
does  it  to  prevent  cheating.  Another  col- 
league once  caught  a  student  reading 
during  one  of  his  lectures  and  threw 
the  book  against  the  wall.  Still  another 
lectures  his  students  into  a  stupor  and 
then  screams  at  them  in  a  rage  when 
they  fall  asleep. 

Just  last  week,  during  the  first  meeting 
of  a  class,  one  girl  got  up  to  leave 
after  about  ten  minutes  had  gone  by. 
The  teacher  rushed  over,  grabbed  her 
by  the  arm,  saying  "This  class  is  NOT 
dismissed!"  and  led  her  back  to  her 
seat.  On  the  same  day  another  teacher 
began  by  informing  his  class  that  he 
does  not  like  beards,  mustaches,  long 
hair  on  boys,  or  capri  pants  on  girls, 
and  will  not  tolerate  any  of  that  in  his 
class.  The  class,  incidentally,  consisted 
mostly  of  high  school  teachers. 

Even  more  discouraging  than  this 
Auschwitz  approach  to  education  is  the 
fact  that  the  students  take  it.  They 
haven't  gone  through  twelve  years  of 
public  school  for  nothing.  They've 
learned  one  thing  and  perhaps  only  one 


thing  during  those  twelve  years.  They've 
forgotten  their  algebra.  They're  hope- 
lessly vague  about  chemistry  and  phy- 
sics. They've  grown  to  fear  and  resent 
literature.  They  write  like  they've  been 
lobotomized.  But,  Jesus,  can  they  follow 
orders!  Freshmen  come  up  to  me  with 
an  essay  and  ask  if  I  want  it  folded 
and  whether  their  name  should  be  in  the 
upper  right  hand  corner.  And  I  want  to 
cry  and  kiss  them  and  caress  their 
poor  tortured  heads. 

Students  don't  ask  that  orders  make 
sense.  They  give  up  expecting  things  to 
make  sense  long  before  they  leave  ele- 
mentary school.  Things  are  true  because 
the  teacher  says  they're  true.  At  a  very 
early  age  we  all  learn  to  accept  "two 
truths"  as  did  certain  medieval  church- 
men. Outside  of  class,  things  are  true 
to  your  tongue,  your  fingers,  your  sto- 
mach, your  heart.  Inside  class,  things 
are  true  by  reason  of  authority.  And 
that's  just  fine  because  you  don't  care 
anyway.  Miss  Wiedemeyer  tells  you  a 
noun  is  a  person,  place  or  thing.  So 
let  it  be.  You  don't  give  a  rat's  ass; 
she  doesn't  give  a  rat's  ass. 

The  important  thing  is  to  please  her. 
Back  in  kindergarten,  you  found  out  that 
teachers  only  love  children  who  stand 
in  nice  straight  lines.  And  that's  where 
it's  been  at  ever  since.  Nothing  changes 
except  to  get  worse.  School  becomes 
more  and  more  obviously  a  prison.  Last 
year  I  spoke  to  a  student  assembly  at 
Manual  Arts  HighSchool  and  then  couldn't 
get  out  of  the  goddamn  school.  I  mean 
there  was  NO  WAY  OCT.  Locked  doors. 
High  fences.  One  of  the  inmates  was 
trying  to  make  it  over  a  fence  when  he 
saw  me  coming  and  froze  in  panic.  For 
a  moment,  I  expected  sirens,  a  rattle 
of  bullets,    and  him  clawing  the  fence. 

Then  there's  the  infamous  "code  of 
dress."  In  some  high  schools;  if  your 
skirt  looks  too  short,  you  have  to  kneel 
before  the  principal,  in  a  brief  allegory 
of  fellatio.  If  the  hem  doesn't  reach  the 
floor,  you  go  home  to  change  while  he, 
presumably,  jacks  off.  Boys  in  high 
school  can't  be  loo  sloppy  and  they  can't 
even  be  too  sharp  You'd  thinkthe  school 
board  would  bo  d  lighted  to  see  all  the 
spades  trooping  iu  school  in  pointy  shoes, 
suits,  ties  and  stingy  brims.  Uh-uh. 
They're  too  visible. 

What  school  amounts  to,  then,  for  white 
and  black  kids  alike,  is  a  12 -year  course 
in  how  to  be  slaves.  What  else  could 
explain  what  I  see  in  a  freshman  class? 
They've  got  that  slave  mentality:  obliging 
and  ingratiating  on  the  surface  but  hostile 
and  resistant  underneath. 

continued  on  page  4 
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Theater  Workshop  Presents.. 


ANN  PUSTELL  AND  DAVID  NETZLEY 


by  YVONNE  LA -GARDE 


Theater  Workshop  presents  a  unique 
experience  at  Weston  Auditorium  on 
November  9th,  10th  and  11th  at  8:00 
p.m.  The  first  production  of  the  year 
should  prove  to  be  an  unusual  evening. 
The  group  has  prepared  several  small 
productions,  the  longest  of  these  being 
the  "Rook,  written  by  Lawrence  Osgood. 
The  ingredients  of  the  play  are  strange 
to  say  the  least,  that  is  if  you  consider 
two  men  playing  a  game  of  chess  in 
Washington  Square  at  2:00  a.m.,  an 
unusual  activity.  Although  the  play  is 
somewhat  bizarre  it  is  generally  enter- 
taining. Directed  by  Elaine  Appleton,  it 


stars  Patty  Boyce,  David  Natzley,  Kathy 
Tibbets  and  John  O'Sullivan. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  will 
consist  of  four  dramatic  readings.  In- 
cluded are  scenes  from  Pygmalion  by 
G.B.  Shaw,  The  Glass  Menagerie  by 
Tennessee  Williams,  Elizabeth  the  Queen 
by  Maxwell  Anderson  and  The  Diary  of 
Anne  Frank  by  Frances  Hackett  and 
George  Goodale.  These  productions  di- 
rected by  Cathy  Casey  will  be  enacted 
by  various   members  of  the  workshop. 

Although  in  the  past,  the  workshop 
hasn't  been  enthusiastically  supported 
the  members  feel  that  they  will  prove 
themselves  in  the  near  future. 


THE  STUDENT  AS  NIGER  -ntmued  ir0m  w3 


As  do  black  slaves,  students  vary  in 
their  awareness  of  what' s  going  on.  Some 
recognize  their  own  put-on  for  what  it 
is  and  even  let  their  rebellion  "good 
students" -have  been  more  deeplybrain- 
washed.  They  swallow  the  bullshit  with 
greedy  mouths.  They  honest-to-God 
believe  in  grades,  in  busy  work,  in 
General  Education  requirements. 
They're  pathetically  eager  to  be  pushed 
around.  They're  like  those  old  grey- 
headed house  niggers  you  can  still  find 
in  the  South  who  don't  see  what  all  the 
fuss  is  about  because  Mr.  Charlie  "treats 
us  real  good." 

College  entrance  requirements  tend  to 
favor  the  Toms  and  screen  out  the 
rebels.  Not  entirely,  of  course.  Some 
students  at  Cal  State,  L.A.  are  expert 
con  artists  who  know  perfectly  well 
what's  happening.  They  want  the  degree 
or  the  2-S  and  spend  their  years  on 
the  old  plantation  alternately  laughing  and 
cursing  as  they  play  the  game.  If  their 
egos  are  strong  enough  they  cheat  a  lot. 
And,  of  course,  even  the  Toms  are  angry 
down  deep  somewhere.  But  it  comes  out 
in  passive  rather  than  active  aggression. 
They're  unexplainably  thick-witted  and 
subject  to  frequent  spells  of  laziness. 
They  misread  simple  questions.  They 
spend  their  nights  mechanically  outlining 
history  chapters  while  meticulously 
failing  to  comprehend  a  word  of  what's 
in  front  of  them. 

The  saddest  cases  among  both  black 
slaves  and  student  slaves  are  the  ones 
who  have  so  thoroughly  introiected  their 
masters'  values  that  their  anger  is  all 
turned  inward.  At  Cal  State  these  are 
the  kids  for  whom  every  low  grade  is 
torture,  who  stammer  and  shake  when 
they  speak  to  aprofessor,  who  go  through 
an  emotional  crisis  every  time  they're 
called  upon  during  class.  You  can  re- 
cognize them  easily  at  finals  time.  Their 
faces  are  festooned  with  fresh  pimples; 
their  bowels  boil  audibly  across  the 
room.  If  there  really  is  a  Last  Judgment, 
then  the  parents  and  teachers  who  created 
these  wrecks  are  going  to  burn  in  hell. 

So  students  are  niggers.  It's  time  to 
find  out  why,  and  to  do  this,  we  have 
to    take    a  long   look  at  Mr.   Charlie. 


The  teachers  I  know  best  are  college 
professors.  Outside  the  classroom  and 
taken  as  a  group,  their  most  striking 
characteristic  is  timidity.  They're  short 
on  balls. 

Just  look  at  their  working  conditions. 
At  a  time  when  even  migrant  workers 
have  begun  to  fight  and  win,  college 
professors  are  still  afraid  to  make  more 
than  a  token  effort  to  improve  their 
pitiful  economic  status.  In  California 
State  colleges  the  faculties  are  screwed 
regularly  and  vigorously  by  the  Governor 
and  Legislature  and  yet  they  still  won't 
offer  any  solid  resistance.  They  lie 
flat  on  their  stomachs,  with  their  pants 
down,  mumbling  catch  phrases  like '  'pro- 
fessional dignity"  and  "meaningful  dia- 
logue." 

Professors  were  no  different  when  I 
was  an  undergraduate  at  UCLA  during 
the  McCarthy  era;  it  was  like  a  cattle 
stampede  as  they  rushed  to  cop  out. 
And  in  more  recent  years,  I  found  that 
my  being  arrested  in  sit-ins  brought 
from  my  colleagues  not  so  much  approval 
or  condemnation  as  openmouthed 
astonishment.  "You  could  lose  your 
job!" 

Now,  of  course,  there's  the  Vietna- 
mese war.  It  gets  some  opposition  from 
a  few  teachers.  Some  support  it.  But 
a  vast  number  of  professors  who  know 
perfectly  well  what's  happening,  are 
copping  out  again.  And  in  the  high  schools, 
you  can  forget  it.  Stillness  reigns. 

I'm  not  sure  why  teachers  are  so 
chickenshit.  It  could  be  that  academic 
training  itself  forces  a  split  between 
thought  and  action.  It  might  also  be  that 
the  tenured  security  of  a  teaching  job 
attracts  timid  persons  who  are  unsure 
of  themselves  and  need  weapons  and  the 
other  external   trappings   of  authority. 

At  any  rate  teachers  ARE  short  of 
balls.  And,  as  Judy  Eisenstein  has  elo- 
quently pointed  out,  the  classroom  offers 
an  artificial  and  protected  environment 
in  which  they  can  exercise  their  will 
to  power.  Your  neighbors  may  drive  a 
better  car;  gas  station  attendants  may 
intimidate  you;  your  wife  may  dominate 
you;  the  State  Legislature  may  shit  on 
you;  but  in  the  classroom,  by  God,  stu- 
dents do  what  you  say -or  else.  The  grade 
continued  on  page  5 


SCRIMSHAW 


ITTCHBURG  STATE  COLLEGE'S  LITERARY  MAGAZINE  WEL- 
COMES ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS  OF  POEMS,  STORIES,  PLAYS  AND  PICTORIAL 
ART.  LEAVE  MANUSCRIPTS  AND  MATERIALS  IN  ENGLISH  OFFICE,  CARE 
OF  BERRYMAN. 


What's  Happening,  Baby? 


by    JOHN    GEORGE 

The  last  time  Bonnie  Raitt  played 
at  Sanders  Theatre  was  about  a  year 
ago.  At  that  time  she  was  a  wonderful 
warm-up  act  for  Cat  Stevens  who  had 
just  arrived  in  the  States.  Since  then 
she  has  traveled  all  over  the  country 
on  tour,  and  released  two  great  al- 
bums. Now  a  year  later,  it  was  her  show; 
she  had  filled  Sanders  Theatre. 

For  those  who  don't  know,  Bonnie 
Raitt  is  a  Cambridgeian  with  a  fine 
voice  and  is  the  best  female  slide 
guitarist  around.  She  belongs  in  the  same 
category  with  other  female  blues  singers 
such  as  Skip  Wallace,  Coco  Taylor,  and 
Billie  Holiday.  But  unlike  them  Bonnie 
also  sings  contemporary  material  such 
as  "Bluebird,"  "Since  I  Fell  for  You," 


they  went  into  a  slow  blues  that  started 
out  as  "Someday  Soon  Baby"  and  then 
went  into  Sonny  Boy's  "Your  Funeral 
My  Trial."  In  between  the  two  songs 
James  did  one  of  his  blues  raps.  Instead 
of  saying  "I  was  walking  down  the  South 
side  of  Chicago  the  other  day,"  James 
will  substitute,  "I  was  walking  down 
Cambridge  Street,  when  I  saw  this  girl 
coming  out  of  the  S  and  S.  She  looked 
pretty  nice,  so  I  decided  I'd  check  out 
her  packages,  you  know  what  I  mean?" 
James  will  ramble  on  and  on  in  his  own 
bluesy  style.  His  harmonica  playing, 
although  highly  resemblant  of  Butter- 
field' s,  is  still  excellent.  He  doesn't 
have  a  great  voice  but  overcomes  this 
with  his  sheer  personality. 


BONNIE  RAITT 


or  "Under  My  Thumb,"  (which  she 
dedicates  to  Women's  Lib).  In  concert 
Bonnie  usually  plays  with  just  one  other 
person  to  back  her  up  -  Fantastic 
Funny  Freebo  with  his  fabulous  fender 
bass.  But  for  this  concert  she  decided 
to  use  a  whole  backup  band.  Although 
it  sounded  like  a  good  idea,  it  didn't 
work.  Because  the  band  had  never  played 
together  before,  there  was  a  gap  in 
the  music.  The  best  song  of  the  evening 
was  a  solo  from  her  new  album  titled 
"Nothing  Seems  to  Matter."  Most  of 
the  other  songs  were  just  not  up  to 
the  usual  brilliant  Raitt  performance. 
Bonnie  seemed  to  be  enjoying  herself 
very  much  throughout  the  concert  and 
put  the  audience  in  the  same  good  mood. 
Also  on  the  bill  was  the  James  Mont- 
gomery Blues  Band.  Wow!  Have  they 
come  a  long  way!  I  remember  two  sum- 
mers ago  they  set  up  their  equipment 
outside  of  their  house  and  gave  a  party. 
With  the  money  they  had  earned  from 
playing  they  bought  beer  for  the  older 
people,  and  ice  cream  for  all  of  the 
kids,  and  played  their  music  into  the 
night.  Since  then  they  have  played  a  lot 
of  local  clubs,  and  turned  professional. 
Rumor  has  it  that  they  are  about  to 
record.  If  the  J.  Geils  Band  is  supposed 
to  be  Boston's  best,  they  had  better 
watch  out,  for  they  won't  be  for  long. 
The  Montgomery  Blues  Band  started 
the  concert  with  an  old  blues  jumper 
called  "Talk  to  your  Daughter."  Then 


James  is  not  the  only  member  of  the 
band  worthy  of  attention.  Peter  Bell  can 
sing  powerfully  and  plays  an  effective 
rhythm  guitar,  although  the  song  he  per- 
formed that  night  did  not  suit  the  rest 
of  the  set.  Peter  Malek,  the  lead  guita- 
rist, (formerly  of  John  Lee  Hooker's 
great  band)  is  one  of  the  finest  lead 
guitarists  around.  His  solos  (although 
Bloomfield  influenced)  had  plenty  of 
sting,  and  could  tear  the  place  apart. 
I  was  a  little  disappointed  that  they 
didn't  do  their  usual  version  of  "Checking 
on  my  Baby."  Due  to  lack  of  time  it 
was  shorter  and  not  nearly  as  effective 
as  the  longer  version.  The  highlight 
of  the  concert  had  to  be  the  superb 
version  of  "All  Aboard  -  Train  I  Ride." 
The  song  started  off  slow,  with  t;.e 
percussion  simulating  a  train  going  down 
the  track.  Then  in  came  James  blowing 
his  harp  to  simulate  the  train  whistle. 
The  rhythm  kept  on  getting  faster  and 
faster  and  then  broke  into  "Train  I 
Ride."  In  the  middle  of  the  song  James 
and  Peter  exhanged  solos  on  harmonica 
and  guitar,  which  built  up  to  an  incredible 
climax.  For  the  encore  of  the  night  Bon- 
nie Raitt  came  out  to  play  with  the  James 
Montgomery  Band.  They  did  "Finest 
Lovin'  Man  Around"  from  Bonnie' s  first 
album.  At  the  end  of  the  number  they 
all  staggered  off  of  the  stage,  arm  in 
arm,  with  beer  bottles  in  hand,  singing 
into  the  night. 


OTHER  THINGS  HAPPIN'  FOR  YOU  BABIES  ARE: 


Jethro  Tull  Nov.  1  and  2  Boston  Garden  Boston 

Otis  Rush  Nov.  1-8  Joe's  Place  $2.00  Cambridge 

Roy  Buchanan  Nov  1  Aquarius  Boston 

J.  Geils  Band  Nov  3  Cousen's  Gym  Tufts  $4.50  Somerville 

Gordon  Lightfoot  Nov.  3  Symphony  Hall  $3.50,  $4.50,  $5.50  Boston 

Steve    Miller    Band-James    Montgomery    Blues    Band    Nov.    3  Aquarius  $3.50, 

$4.50,  $5.50,  Boston 

Cat  Stevens-Ramblin'  Jack  Elliot  Nov.  3  and  4  Music  Hall  Boston 

Procol  Harem  Nov  5  Aquarius  Boston 

Dave  Van  Ronk  Nov.  9,  10,  and  11  Stone  Phoenix  Coffee  House  Boston 

Kinks  Nov.  10  and  11  Music  Hall  Boston 

West,  Bruce,  Lang  Nov.  10  Aquarius  Boston 

James  Gang  Nov.  9  Aquarius  $4.00,  $5.00,  $6.00  Boston 

Errol  Garner  Nov.  13-19  Paul's  Mall  Boston 

Herbie  Hancock  Nov.  13-19  Jazz  Workshop  Boston 

Bread  Nov.  13  Music  Hall  $4.00,  $5.00,  $6.00  Boston 

Carpenters  Nov.  15  Music  Hall  $4.50,  $5.50,  $6.50  Boston 

Beach  Boys  Nov.  18  Music  Hall  $4.50,  $5.50,  $6.50  Boston 

The  5th  Dimension  Nov.  19  Music  Hall  $4.50,  $5.50,  $6.50  Boston 
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THE  STUDENT  AS  NIGER 

continued  from  page  4 

is  a  hell  of  a  weapon.  It  may  not  rest 
on  your  hip,  potent  and  rigid  like  a 
cop's  gun,  but  in  the  long  run  it's  more 
powerful.  At  your  personal  whim-any 
time  you  choose-you  can  keep  35  students 
up  for  nights  and  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  them  walk  into  the  classroom 
pasty-faced  and  red  eyed  carrying  a 
sheaf  of  type-written  pages,  with  title 
page,  MLA  footnotes  and  margins  set 
at  15  and  91. 

The  general  timidity  which  causes 
teachers  to  make  niggers  of  their  stu- 
dents usually  includes  a  more  specific 
fear-fear  of  the  students  themselves. 
After  all,  students  are  different,  just 
like  black  people.  You  stand  exposed  in 
front  of  them,  knowing  that  their  in- 
terests, their  values  and  their  language 
are  different  from  yours.  To  make  mat- 
ters worse,  you  may  suspect  that  you 
yourself  are  not  the  most  engaging  of 
persons.  What  then  can  protect  youfrom 
their  ridicule  and  scorn?  Respect  for 
Authority.  That's  what.  It's  that  authori- 
ty. You  wither  whisperers  with  a  murde- 
rous glance.  You  crush  objectors  with 
erudition  and  heavy  irony.  And,  worst 
of  all,  you  make  your  own  attainments 
seem  not  accessible  but  awesomely  re- 
mote. You  conceal  massive  ignorance- 
and  parade  a  slender  learning. 

The  teacher's  fear  is  mixed  with  an 
understandable  need  to  be  admired  and 
to  feel  superior,  a  need  which  also  makes 
him  cling  to  his  'White  supremacy." 
Ideally,  a  teacher  should  minimize  the 
distance  between  himself  and  his  stu- 
dents. He  should  encourage  them  not 
to  need  him... .eventually  high  priests 
of  arcane  mysteries.  They  become 
masters  of  mumbo-jumbo.  Even  a 
more  or  less  conscientious  teacher  ma; 
be  torn  between  the  need  to  give  and 
the  need  to  hold  back,  the  desire  to 
free  his  students  and  the  desire  to 
hold  them  in  bondage  to  him.  I  can  find 
no  other  explanation  that  accounts  for 
the  way  my  own  subject,  literature,  is 
generally  taught.  Literature,  which  ought 
to  be  a  source  of  joy,  solace  and  en- 
lightenment, often  becomes  in  the  class- 
room nothing  more  than  a  source  of 
anxiety-at  best  an  arena  for  expertise, 
a  ledger  book  for  the  ego.  Literature 
teachers  often  afraid  to  join  a  real 
union,  nonetheless  may  practice  the 
worst  kind  of  trade-unionism  in  the 
classroom;  they  do  to  literature  what 
Beckmesser  does  to  song  in  Wagner's 
'•Meistersinger."  The  avowed  purpose  of 
English  departments  is  to  teach  lite- 
rature; too  often  their  real  function  is 
to  kill  it. 

Finally,  there's  the  darkest  reason  of 
all  for  the  master-slave  approach  to 
education.  The  less  trained  and  the 
less  socialized  a  person,  the  more  he 
constitutes  a  sexual  threat,  and  the  more 
he  will  be  subjugated  by  institutions 
such  as  penitentiaries  and  schools.  Many 
of  us  are  aware  by  now  of  the  sexual 
neurosis  which  makes  white  man  so 
fearful  of  integrated  schools  and  neigh- 
borhoods and  which  makes  the  castration 
of  Negroes  a  deeply  entrenched  Southern 
folkwa\.  We  should  recognize  a  similar 
pattern  in  education.  There  is  a  kind 
of  castration  that  goes  on  in  schools. 
It  begins,  before  school  years,  with 
parents'  first  encroachment  on  their 
children's  free  unashamed  sexuality  and 
continues  right  up  to  the  day  when  they 
hand  you  your  doctoral  diploma  with  a 
bleeding,  shriveled  pair  of  testicles 
stapled  to  the  parchment.  It's  not  that 
sexuality  has  no  place  in  the  classroom. 
You'll  find  it  there  but  only  in  certain 
perverted  and  vitiated  forms. 

How  does  sex  show  up  in  school? 
First  of  all,  there's  the  sado-masochis- 
tic relationship  between  teachers  and 
students.  That's  plenty  sexual,  although 
the  price  of  enjoying  it  is  to  be  un- 
aware of  what's  happening.  In  walks  the 
teacher  in  his  Ivy  League  equivalent  of 
a  motorcycle  jacket.  In  walks  the  tea- 
cher-a  kind  of  intellectual  rough  trade- 
and  flogs  his  students  with  grades,  tests, 
sarcasm  and  snotty  superiority  until 
their  very  brains  are  bleeding.  In  Swin- 
burne's England,  the  whipped  school 
boy  frequently  grew  up  to  be  flagellant. 
With  us  the  perversion  is  intellectual 
but  it's  no  less  perverse. 

Sex   also  shows  up  in  the  classroom 

as     academic    subject  matter -sanitized 

and  abstracted,  thoroughly  divorced  from 

feeling.    You  get    'sex  education"  now 

continued  on  page  6 


"As  I  see  it;    for  what  it's  worth..." 


by   CHASHA  CHANNA 


I  feel  really  shitty,  I  feel  as  though 
I  have  been  called  upon  to  defend  myself 
before  the  High  Court  of  the  Lord  High 
Inquisitionars.  In  my  mind  that  whole 
scene  is  totally  repulsive!  In  case  any 
of  you  avid  readers  out  there  don't 
understand  what  it  is  that  I  am  blowing 
my  cool  about  it  all  concerns  the  last 
paper  and  some  articles  in  it  which 
dealt  with  me;  my  name  and  my  reading 
of  'private-priveledged"  information. 
(The  quotes  are  mine  not  the  previous 
writers'  I'm  using  them  for  emphasis 
in  case  none  got  the  hint)  However  I 
will  defend  myself  if  that  is  what  it  is 
willed  for  me  to  do--I  just  sit  here  and 
type,  the  Muses  put  the  words  into  my 
fingers.  First  of  all  I  have  deceived 
none  by  using  the  name  that  I  am  using, 
that  is  my  name- -I  have  two  birth 
certificates,  one  with  this  name  and  one 
with  the  other.  Shoot  me  for  choosing 
to  use  this  one.  Secondly  as  a  writer 
for  the  paper  I  can  technically  be 
considered      a   staff  member  ,      staff 


members  have  no  right — as  a  matter 
of  interest  with  most  papers  they  are 
encouraged  to  do  so--to  read  the  letters 
to  the  editor,  just  in  case  they  have 
am  information  on  the  subject  being  dis- 
cussed—in that  manner  rumors  and 
falsifications  are  cut  to  a  minimum. 
Well,  on  to  bigger  and  better  things. 
I  overheard  some  interesting  information 
about  Nov.  7  (voting  day)  and  how  it 
will  be  considered  on  this  campus. 
A  request  had  gone  from  the  S.G.A.  to 
Dean  Merriam,  not  for  classes  to  be 
cancelled  but  just  asking  that  teachers 
not  give  exams  so  that  those  kids  who 
wanted  to  go  and  vote  could  find  it  a 
little  easier  to  do  so.  The  Deanie  Poo 
was  supposed  to  speak  with  the  Dept. 
Chairmen  on  the  behalf  of  the  students 
in  order  to  arrange  something.  Well, 
from  the  conversation  I  overheard  it 
seems  as  though  our  dear  Academic 
Dean  did  not  bother  to  fight  too  hard 
for  us  as  the  Dept.  Chairmen  came  out 
against  any  proposal  to  make  it  easier 
for  the  students  to  vote.  Now  considering 


the  fact  that  most  of  the  students  are 
commuters  and  quite  a  few  are  from 
long  distances  away  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  any  excuse  for  not  being  a  little 
lenient  on  cutting  a  class  or  two  so  that 
we  can  vote.  The  faculty  does  not  in 
reality  have  to  worry  for  they  do  not 
have  classes  8  hours  a  day  whereas 
many  students  do  have  a  full  day  of 
classes. 

My  belief  is  that  the  Dean  and  the 
Chairmen  are  not  being  sympathetic  to 
the  plight  of  the  student.  Is  this  just 
another  way  of  the  "older"  generation 
putting  the  students  down  so  that  if  not 
too  many  get  to  vote  they  can  ridicule 
us?  I  definitely  get  that  feeling.  Some- 
thing has  to  be  done  about  administrators 
and  faculty  that  don't  concern  themselves 
with  the  interests  of  thestudents;--when 
the  Revolution  comes,  ah  then  we  shall 
see!! 

Well  for  now--I've  a  deadline  to  meet 
so  I'm  in  a  hurry--it's  all  As  I  See 
it;  for  What  it's  Worth. 


byC.  POIRIER     L.I.V.E. 

The  quality  of  life  here  in  Massachu- 
setts, as  in  other  places,  depends  on  a 
balance  between  urban  development  and 
open  space.  You  as  a  voter  can  do  some- 
thing to  help  achieve  this  balance  by 
voting  yes  to  Refernda  #1  and  #5  which 
will  appear  on  the  November  7  through 
the  state. 

#1,  the  Farm  Land  Assessment  Re- 
ferndum,  simply  stated  says  that  farm 
land  which  is  at  least  5  acres  in  area 
and  has  been  farmed  for  at  least  2 
years  may  be  assessed  and  taxed  on 
the  basis  of  its  value  in  farming  - 
not  as  house  lots,  industrial  sites  or 
shopping  plazas. 

Presently  in  Massachusetts  farm  land 
had  been  assessed  at  its  highest  market 
value  for  any  purpose.  As  urbanization 
spreads  and  lands  are  re-evaluated  taxes 
become  higher  for  everyone  but  the 
farmers  tax  burden  becomes  so  great 
that  he  is  usually  unable  to  meet  it. 
This  has  resulted  in  50%  of  the  states 
cropland  being  lost  in  the  past  25  years. 

We  believe  that  the  best  thing  we  can  do  right  now. 
this  election  year,  is  to  support  Referenda  No   1  and 
No. 5.  These  will  appear  on  the  November  ballot 
throughout  Massachusetts.  They  would  allow  a  much 
needed  updating  of  Constitutional  provisions  which 
were  good  in  their  day  but  which  should  be  revised 
in  the  light  of  today's  population  pressures  and 
current  environmental  knowledge  These  changes  will 
permit  the  General  Court  to  draw  up  legislation 
making  better  use  of  our  valuable  farmland,  our 
greenbelts,  our  water  resource  areas,  and  our  areas  of 
natural,  scenic  and  historic  significance. 


Vote  Yes  On  1  And  5 


REFERENDUM 
NO  1 


VOTE 


YES  [XI 


NO 


What  is  if 

Known  as  the  Farmland  Assessment  Referendum, 
this  Constitutional  change  will  permit  the  taxing  of 
productive  farmland  on  the  value  it  has  in  farming 
rather  than  on  the  value  of  neighboring  houselots, 
shopping  centers,  or  industrial  sites. 


Why  a  Constitutional  change? 

A  Constitutional  change  is  required  because  the 
present  Constitution  as  interpreted  by  the  Courts 
now  states  that  all  land  must  be  taxed  on  its  highest 
market  value  for  any  purpose 


What  might  the  subsequent  legislation  say? 

The  Amendment  requires  that  the  land  be  at  least 
5  acres  in  size  and  have  been  in  agricultural  or 
horticultural  production  for  the  preceding  two  years. 

In  drafting  legislation  to  implement  this  change, 
the  General  Court  will  need  to  spell  out  procedures 
and  provide  for  expert  guidance  in  determining  farm 
use  values  It  is  also  anticipated,  based  on  legislative 
studies  of  experiences  in  other  states,  that  the 
program  will  be  optional  for  farmers  and  that  there 
will  be  a  tax  "roll-back  "provision  whereby  a  certain 
amount  of  the  tax  abated  will  be  payable  when  and 
if  the  land  ceases  to  be  farmed.  The  purpose  of  the 
latter  provision  is  to  prevent  abuse  of  the  law  by  land 
speculators. 


NOTICE 

FACULTY  SENATE  MEETING 
Wednesday,  November  8,1972  at  4  P.M. 

MILLER  HALL  -  Faculty  Lounge 

DISCUSSION  OF  FISCAL  MATTERS 

Speakers: 
PRESIDENT  JAMES  J.  HAMMOND 
JOHN  J.  HORRIGAN 
Associate  Director  for  Fiscal  and 
Administrative  Affairs 
Division  of  State  Colleges 

ALL 
FACULTY  INVITED 
TO  ATTEND 


This  will  give  clear  constitional  back- 
ing for  some  of  the  laws  recently  passed 
in  Massachusetts  in  these  areas  as  well 
as  giving  the  general  public  or  the 
individual  a  legal  foot  to  stand  on  in 
suits  against  offenders. 

Referndum  #5  would  also  make  it  more 
difficult  to  divert  the  use  of  lands  ac- 
quired by  eminent  domain  under  Article 
XLIX  for  any  purpose  other  than  the 
conservational  purposes  for  which  it  was 
acquired.  It  would  change  the  present 
requirement  of  a  simple  majority  to  a 
2/3  role  call  vote  by  each  branch  of 
the  legislature. 

The  League  for  Investment  in  a  Viable 
Environment  (LIVE)  considers  the 
approval  of  these  refernda  important 
steps  in  insuring  a  healthy  Environ- 
ment in  our  state  and  urge  you  to  vote 
yes. 

More  information  concerning  these 
Refernda  is  available  at  the  LIVE  office 
(S-121) 

What  is  the  need? 

50%  of  the  state's  cropland  has  been  lost  in  the 
last  25  years.  Between  1964  and  1969,  2300  farms 
have  gone  out  of  business.  200,000  acres  are  no  longer 
in  farms  of  which  45,000  acres  have  been  open  crop 
land.  Much  of  this  loss  has  occurred  on  the  suburban 
fringes  where  real  estate  taxes  have  increased  to  a 
point  where  it  is  uneconomic  to  continue  farming. 
Much  of  this  has  been  the  most  productive  and  attrac 
tive  open  land. 


Why  should  we  save  this  farmland? 

We  need  to  keep  in  Massachusetts  its  $180  million 
agribusiness;  its  $25  million  payroll  and  8000  to 
20,000  jobs,  depending  on  the  season.  The  very 
productivity  of  our  fertile  cropland  supports  this 
industry  and  provides: 

Dairy,  poultry  and  meat  products  year  round; 

Locally  grown  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  in 

season; 

Nursery  and  greenhouse  plants  and  flowers; 

Lower  prices  of  these  products  in  season. 
Cropland  is  our  state  s  largest  renewable  natural 
resource. 


Won't  this  cost  the  taxpayer  more? 

The  effect,  if  any,  will  be  slight,  and  will  depend  on 
the  local  tax  base,  tax  rate  and  current  assessing 
practices.  Many  assessors  are,  in  effect,  using  a  farm 
value  basis  now,  although  this  practice  is  not  in  accord 
with  recent  court  decisions.  Re-evaluation  at  100% 
market  value  has  put  many  farms  out  of  business. 

Farm  value  assessment  will  cost  the  other  taxpayers 
far  less  than  having  the  land  developed. 

Farmland  pays  its  own  way.  It  requires  no  school 
additions  and  little  in  the  way  of  town  services. 


Farms  provide  space  for  air,  water, 
wildlife,  recreation  and  scenery  for  the 
enjoyment  of  all. 


Voting  yes  on  Referndum  #1  would 
greatly  aid  the  farming  community  as 
well  as  help  to  preserve  open  space  in 
the  state.  It's  value  in  water  retention, 
air  purification,  as  a  habitat  for  wild- 
life, and  it' s  contribution  to  the  quality 
of  life  should  be  quite  obvious. 

Referndum  #5,  the  Environmental  Bill 
of  Rights,  will  update  Article  XLIX 
of  the  constitution  and  align  it  with 
present  day  needs. 

Article  XLIX  states  that  "the  con- 
servation, development,  and  utilization  of 
agricultural,  mineral,  forest,  water  and 
other  natural  resources  of  the  Common- 
wealth are  public  uses  and  provides  the 
authority  for  the  use  of  eminent  domain 
in  these  areas." 

Referndum  #5  adds  to  these  public 
purposes  the  peoples'  right  to  clean  air 
and  water,  freedom  from  excessive  and 
unnecessary  noise  and  the  natural, 
scenic,  historic,  and  esthetic  qualities 
of  their  environment. 


REFERENDUM 
NO  5 


VOTE 


YES 

X 

NO 

What  is  it? 

Known  as  the  "  Environmental  Bill  of  R  ights  "  this 
Referendum  will  update  Article  XLIX  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, aligning  it  with  present  day  environmental  needs. 
Its  significance  lies  in  a  proviso  that  makes  it  more 
difficult  to  divert  open  lands,  great  ponds  and  water- 
shed from  their  original  conservation  purposes. 

What  does  Article  XLIX  say? 

Article  XLIX,  which  is  superceded  by  Referendum 
No.  5,  was  adopted  as  an  amendment  to  the  state  Con- 
stitution in  1918  in  response  to  conservation  efforts 
of  the  times  which  were  concerned  principally  with 
the  uncontrolled  depletion  of  our  natural  resources. 
It  states  that,  "The  conservation,  development,  and 
utilization  of  the  agricultural,  mineral,  forest,  water 
and  other  natural  resources  of  the  Commonwealth  are 
public  uses"and  provides  the  authority  for  the  use  of 
eminent  domain  in  these  areas. 

Referendum  No.  5  adds  to  the  above  list  of 

public  purposes  the  peoples '  right  to  "  c'ean  air  3nd 
water,  freedom  from  excessive  and  unr  ecessary  -loise, 
and  the  natural,  scenic,  historic  and  er  ^etic  qualities 
of  their  environment.  It  broadens  the  scope  of  Article 
XLIX  to  include  acquisitions  of  easements  or  other 
interests  in  land,  and  authorizes  the  Ge  lerel  Court  to 
enact  legislation  to  accomplish  these  purposes. 
Furthermore,  it  provides  future  protect  on  fo'  publij 
conservation  lands  and  interests  ny  requiring  t  2!? 
roll  call  of  both  the  House  and  Senate  to  ,-!\ang.e  their 
usage. 

What  will  it  do? 

It  will  put  Massachusetts  more  in  line  with  recer;v 
enacted  Federal  legislation  in  trie-environmental  field. 

It  will  permit  the  legislature  to  encourage  and 
protect  our  "quality  of  life"  in  Massadhueevs 
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IDEAL  BUY  OF  THE  YEAR 

Papermafe  Flair  Pen         Was  49c  Now  38c 
For  Limited  Time 

BLUE  BLACK  RED  AND  GREEN 
Lowest  Price  Of  The  Year     At  Your 
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THE  STUDENT  AS  NIGER 

continued  from  page  5 

in  both  high  school  and  college  classes: 
everyone  determined  not  to  be  embar- 
rassed, to  be  very  up  to  date,  very 
contempo.  These  are  the  classes  for 
which  sex,  as  Feiffer  puts  it,  "can  be 
a  beautiful  thing  if  properly  ad- 
ministered." And  then,  of  course,  there's 
still  another  depressing  manifestation  of 
sex  in  the  classroom:  the  "off-color" 
teacher,  who  keeps  his  class  awake  with 
sniggering  sexual  allusions,  obscene  tit- 
ters and  academic  innuendo.  The  sex- 
uality he  purveys,  it  must  be  admitted, 
is    at    least   better    than  none   at  all. 

What's  missing,  from  kindergarten  to 
graduate  school,  is  honest  recognition  of 
what's  actually  happening-turned-on 
awareness  of  hairy  goodies  underneath 
the  petti-pants,  the  chinos  and  the  flan- 
nels. It's  not  that  sex  needs  to  be  pushed 
in  school;  sex  is  push  enough.  But  we 
should  let  it  be,  where  it  is  and  like 
it  is.  I  don't  insist  that  ladies  in  junior 
high  lovingly  caress  their  students'  cocks 
(someday,  maybe);  however,  it  is  reason- 
able to  ask  that  the  ladies  don't,  by 
example  and  structure,  teach  their  stu- 
dents to  pretend  that  those  cocks  aren't 
there.  As  things  stand  now,  students 
are  psychically  castrated  and  spayed- 
and  for  the  very  same  reason  that  black 
men  are  castrated  in  Georgia:  because 
they're  a  threat. 

So  you  can  add  sexual  repression  to 
the  list  of  causes,  along  with  vanity, 
fear  and  will  to  power,  that  turn  the 
teacher  into  Mr.  Charlie.  You  might  also 
want  to  keep  in  mind  that  he  was  a  nig- 
ger once  himself  and  has  never  really 
gotten  over  it.  And  there  are  more 
causes,  some  of  which  are  better  des- 
cribed in  sociological  than  psychological 
terms.  Work  them  out.  It's  not  hard. 
But  in  the  meantime  what  we've  got  on 
our  hands  is  a  whole  lot  of  niggers. 
And  what  makes  this  particularly  grim 
is  that  the  student  has  less  chance  than 
the  black  man  of  getting  out  of  his  bag. 
Because  the  student  doesn't  even  know 
he's  in  it.  That,  more  or  less,  is  what's 
happening  in  higher  education,  And  the 
results  are  staggering. 

For  one  thing  damn  little  education 
takes  place  in  the  schools.  How  could 
it?  You  can't  educate  slaves;  you  can 
only  train  them.  Or,  to  use  an  even 
uglier  and  more  timely  word,  you  can 
only  program  them. 

I  like  to  folk  dance.  Like  other  no- 
vices, I've  gone  to  the  Intersection  or 
to  the  Museum  and  laid  out  good  money 
in  order  to  learn  how  to  dance.  No 
grades,  no  prerequisites,  no  separate 
dining  rooms;  they  just  turn  you  on  to 
dancing.  That's  education.  Now  look  at 
what  happens  in  college.  A  friend  of 
mine,  Milt,  recently  finished afolk dance 
class.  For  his  final  exam,  he  had  quali- 
ties reflected  in  their  dances,  which 
include  the  jig,  the  reel  and  the  horn- 
pipe." And  then  the  teacher  graded  him 
A,B,C,D,  or  F,  while  he  danced  an 
abomination  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
It's  especially  ironic  because  Milt  took 
that  dance  class  trying  to  get  out  of 
the  academic  rut.  He  took  crafts  for 
the  same  reason.  Great,  right?  Get  your 
hands  in  some  clay?  Make  something? 
Then  the  teacher  announced  that  a  20- 
page  term  paper  would  be  required-with 
footnotes. 

At  my  school  we  even  grade  people 
on  how  they  read  poetry.  That's  like 
grading  people  on  how  they  fuck.  But 
we  do  it.  In  fact,  God  help  me,  I  do 
it.  I'm  the  Adolph  Eichmann  of  English 
323.  Simon  Legree  on  the  poetry  planta- 
tion. "Tote  that  iamb!  Lift  that  spondee!" 
Even  to  discuss  a  good  poem  in  that 
environment  is  potentially  dangerous  be- 
cause the  very  classroom  is  con- 
taminated. As  hard  as  I  may  try  to 
turn  students  on  to  poetry,  I  know  that 
the  desks,  the  tests,  the  IBM  cards, 
their  own  attitudes  toward  school  and 
my  own  residue  of  UCLA  method  are 
turning  them  off. 

Another  result  of  student  slavery  is 
equallv  serious.  Students don'tget eman- 
cipated when  they  graduate.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  we  don't  let  them  graduate  until 
they've  demonstrated  their  willingness- 
over  16  years-to  remain  slaves.  And 
for  important  jobs,  like  teaching,  we 
make  them  go  through  more  years,  just 
to  make  sure.  What  I'm  getting  at  is 
that  we're  all  more  or  less  niggers  and 
slaves,    teachers    and    students    alike. 

continued  on  page  8 


AUTHORITY 
THREE 


BY  SAM  ALONE 

It  was  just  a  few  hours  past  brilling 
and  we  had  already  exhausted  all  re- 
sources of  entertainment.  We  had 
watched  the  television,  played  cards,  told 
jokes,  and  held  the  first  Annual  leg 
Wrestling  Contest  East  of  Alaska  and 
Northwest  of  Venezuela.  We  had  even 
studied  for  a  while. 

Our  attention  focused  on  Edith,  who  was 
writing  to  her  fiancee  in  Lebanon.  As 
she  finished  addressing  the  envelope,  she 
announced  "Im  going  to  my  room  to 
study,"  and  exited  stage  right. 

"Well,  what  do  we  do  now?"  asked 
Violet,  our  neighbor  from  the  fourth 
floor. 

"Rosepetal"  Crossover,  our  leg 
wrestling  champion,  jumped  to  her  feet. 
"Let's  dance!" 

"Didn't  we  get  enough  of  that  at 
Siama  Park?"  I  moaned. 

"That  and  a  little  more,"  murmured 
Violet. 

Nevertheless,  we  obediently  formed  a 
line.  At  eleven  o'clock  p.m.,  song  and 
dance  filled  the  corridors  of  Authority 
Three.  We  alley  cated  in  the  lounge, 
bunny  hopped  down  the  hall  and  into  the 
bath-room,  have  nagiliaed  through  the 
other  hall  and  back  to  the  lounge. 

After  that  routine,  we  were  all  ready 
for  a  good  night's  sleep.  When  I  walked 
into  my  room,  however,  I  discovered  my 
blanket,  sheet,  and  pillow  had  dis- 
appeared. 

"Hey,  Rosepetal!  What  did  you  do  with 
my  pillow  and  stuff!" 

"We  were  just  going  to  ask  you  that!" 
answered  Grabbee,  her  roommate.  Our 
suitemates  emerged  from  their  rooms 
with  the  same  problem.  Except  for  Edith. 

"Do  you  think  she  was  that  upset  over 
the  hava  nagilia?"  I  asked. 

"Oh,  Edith!"  we  called  sweetly.  "May 
we  speal  to  you  for  a  moment?" 

No  answer. 

"Edith,  we  would  appreciate  it  very 
much  if  you  would  please  return  our 
property." 

No  answer. 

"Edith!  What  the  hell  are  you  doing 
with  our  blankets?!!!!!" 

Rosepetal  moved  closer  to  the  door. 
She  had  something  in  her  hand,  but  I 
couldn't  tell  what.  The  door  opened,  just 
a  crack,  and  Edith's  hand  peeked  through 
with  a  note.  We  pushed  the  door  open 
more,  giving  Rosepetal  the  opportunity 
to  drench  Edith  with  a  glass  of  water. 
Then  we  ran,  screaming,  "Watertight!" 

By  the  time  we  finally  did  go  to  bed 
that  night,  there  was  not  a  dry  square 
inch  to  be  found.  Our  entire  suite-- 
chairs,  rugs,  walls,  and  ceiling 
included—was  wet.  We  carried  soggy 
blankets  and  sheets  triumphantly  back  to 
our  rooms.  Edith  was  the  only  one  who  had 
remained  reasonably  dry.  She- -being  an 
experienced  water  fighter — had  pro- 
tected herself  with  a  raincoat  of  saran 
wrap. 

"Wait  until  next  time!"  we  told  her. 

"Next  time"  came  sooner  than  we  had 
planned.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  came 
the  following  week.  And  there  was  one 
the  week  after  that.  And  one  the  week 
after  that  with  the  suite  next  to  us. 
But  during  the  last  water  fight,  we 
flooded  the  suite.  The  water  dripped  down 
to  the  main  lobby.  That  was  the  last 
water    fight    we    have    had    this  year. 

However,  on  Edith's  birthday,  we 
decorated  her  room  with  toilet  paper. 
We  hung  it  on  the  walls,  drapped  it 
from  the  ceiling,  covered  the  mirrors 
with  it,  and  blocked  her  chairs  with  it. 
Violet  even  made  toilet  paper  bows  to 
put  on  the  clock.  We  also  made  her  a 
sign  which  read,  "We've  only  just 
begun...." 

LIVE 
CONCERT 

On  Sunday  November  5th  at  8:15  p.m. 
there  will  be  a  free  live  concert  at 
Christ  Church,  Main  St.,  Fitchburg.  The 
music  will  be  the  Magnificant  in  D  by 
J.S.  Bach  and  a  Requiem  by  Gabriel 
Faure.  It  will  be  accompanied  by  Instru- 
mental and  organ.  It  will  be  a  good 
example  of  two  contrasting  styles  of 
music  Baroque  and  Romantic.  All  are 
invited  and  no  admission  will  be  charged. 


Help  Us  -  Help  You 
Through  Understanding 


By  it's  nature,  the  College  Bookstore 
like  other  College  Bookstore  is  often 
the  focal  point  for  criticism  and  to 
be  sure,  criticism  is  expected.  However, 
critisism  often  stems  from  nothing  more 
than  not  understanding  or  realizing 
exactly  what  the  problem  might  be. 
Therefore,  to  each  of  you,  we  would 
like  to  present  a  few  of  the  enclosed 
thoughts.  We  are  confident  that  when  you 
have  had  the  oportunity  to  gain  a  few 
insights  into  our  operation,  to  observe 
the  efforts  that  the  staff  of  the  Book- 
store does  exist  and  to  understand  our 
goals  and  objectives,  you  will  find  little 
that  is  actually  a  problem. 

The  pricing  of  books  is  determined 
solely  by  the  Publishers  AND  prices 
are  subject  to  change  at  their  discretion. 
Often  we  are  asked  why  a  copy  of 
"Moby  Dick"  is  $1.65  when  we  have  a 
50<!  edition  of  this  title  in  stock..  This 
is  not  the  Store's  choice,  nor  should 
it  be!  It  is  a  faculty  decision  based  on 
the  edition's  special  footnotes,  appendix 
or  other  justifiable  reasons. 

From  the  price  structure  offered  by 
Publishers,  Store's  receive  a  20%  dis- 
count in  which  to  operate.  Whether  we 
order  one  or  401  copies.  Your  Bookstore 
has  to  pay  for  all  incoming  order  plus 
packing  and  return  postage  for  all  over- 
stock books  which  have  to  be  returned 
to  the  Publisher. 

Another  question  has  come  up  on  a 
text  entitled  Man-The-State  and  War  by 
Waltz  and  book  number  541  prepriced 
at  $2.95  on  our  Gall  1972  Master  Book 
List.  Again,  I  repeat  the  pricing  of  books 
is  determined  solely  by  the  Publishers 
and  prices  are  subject  to  change  at 
their  discretion.  Granted,  it  is  pre- 
ticketed  not  by  the  Bookstore  but  by 
Columbia  University  Press!  Please  note 
ticket    reads    -    Col.    U.    Press-$2.95. 

There  are  several  understandable 
reason  why  we  occasionally  run  out  of 
text  books  or  don't  have  them  avail- 
able when  classes  begin.  It  is  not  un- 
usual, because  of  unexpected  enrollment, 


new  addition  to  faculty;  as  enrollment 
demands  fluctuate,  classes  projected 
are  increased,  without  the  Store  having 
been  forwarned.  When  this  does  happen, 
we  immediately  call  for  books  but  they 
can  never  be  shipped  as  fast  as  the 
call  was  made  and  so  we  are  out  of 
stock  until  they  arrive. 

There  are  a  few  orders  for  books  the 
store  might  not  receive  until  after 
classes  begin,  though  the  decision  is 
made  in  the  Student's  overall  interest. 

Students  frequently  object  to  text 
revision  because  they  require  the 
purchase  of  next  text.  A  text  is  revised 
in  order  to  keep  it  abreast  of  the  ad- 
vancement made  in  the  past  several 
years 

years.  It  should  not  be  expected  that 
they  will  be  entirely  new  texts  and  more 
than  this  years  automobile  is  entirely 
new  in  comparison  with  last  year's 
model. 

Main  purpose  to  have  a  Bookstore  on 
the  campus  is  to  furnish  all  the  texts 
needed  in  the  educational  process  for 
its  students  and  as  a  service  for  faculty 
and  staff  as  well. 

Publishers  have  policies  which  we  have 
to  adhere  to  concerning  the  amount  of 
time  we  have  in  which  to  return  books. 
Accordingly,  our  format  is  focused  on 
these  policies. 

With  the  sales  slip,  we  will  gladly 
refund  your  money  on  any  text  book 
for  a  period  of  ten  days  after  classes 
begin  for  the  semester.  Originally,  we 
refunded  on  any  book  with  or  without 
a  salesslip. 

Unfortunately,  we  found  thatthe'-few" 
were  taking  advantage  of  our  generosity. 
>Ve  were  refunding  on  books  purchased 
in  years  gone  by  and  never  liked  or 
we  were  refunding  on  books  in  stock 
which  had  never  been  purchased  by 
the  student  seeking  a  refund. 

Deadlines  on  refunds  are  posted  and 
customers  are  constantly  advised  to 
"KEEP  YOUR  SALES  SLIP!" 


DEADLINE 
NOVEMBER    9 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  9  AT  5:00  PM  IS  THE  DEADLINE  FOR  ARTICLES, 
LETTERS  OR  ADS  TO  BE  SUBMITTED  FOR  THE  NOVEMBER  17  EDITION  OF 
THE  "CYCLE". 

PLEASE  FOLLOW  IT!!!! 


IT" 
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"Papa  Joe's  Log  Cabin" 

135  WESTMINSTER  ST.  FITCHBURG 
FEATURING 


FROSTIE  SCHLITS  ON  TAP 
25?    &  TURBORG 


FNTFPTAINMFNT  JOHNNY  moore  -Saturday  and  Sunday  night 
in  i  lk  i  Hinntn  I  john  &  laurie  -  frid a y  night 

JAM  SESSIONS  -  SUNDAY   4PM-8PM 

"Coming  Attractions" 

TUESDAY  NIGHT  -  FSC  NIGHT 

SHELL  PEANUTS-PLUS  TEQUILA  NIGHT  50? 


1  \ 


MARK  ADAMS  BAND 

Want  Ads" 

ENTERTAINMENT  NEEDED 


59 


rWe  Have  It  All 

At  Papa  Joe's 

HOME  OF  THE  25c  FROSTIE 
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An  Interview  With 
Dr.  Paro 

Assistant  Director  Of  Admissions  Fitchburg  State  College 


by  JoEllen  Gustafson 

Q.  How  has  Fitchburg  State  College 
grown  admission  wise? 
A.  Well,  from  the  information  that  I 
have  received,  we  have  twice  as  many 
applicants  as  we  had  five  years  ago. 
There  were  less  than  2,000  applicants 
then  and  we  now  have  over  4,000  ap- 
plicants including  Freshmen  and 
transfers. 

Q.  How  do  you  decide  who  to  accept 
or  reject?  How  much  do  college  boards, 
school  grades,  participation  in  extra 
curricular  activities  and  letters  or  re- 
commendations affect  your  decision? 
A.  Basically,  the  high  school  record 
is  the  key  to  admissions.  All  other  data, 
such  as  college  boards  or  any  other 
form  of  testing  data  is  also  considered. 
Any  mark  received  in  high  school  that 
was  part  of  your  average  for  four  years 
is  important.  These  things  make  up  your 
Index  number.  The  Index  ranges  from 
4  downwards  to  whatever  your  average 
is  equal  to.  Four  is  equal  to  an  A, 
3  a  B,  2  a  C  and  so  on.  All  this  in- 
formation is  compiled  by  our  computer 
center  and  put  on  a  form  that  gives 
all  the  information  that  we  seek  in  terms 
of  the  individual's  academic  accomplish- 
ments. We  review  and  evaluate  the  in- 
dividual and  then  decide  how  he  stands 
in  terms  of  our  admission  standards. 
Obviously,  the  higher  the  Index  number 
the  better  his  chances  are.  In  some  cases, 
for  example,  when  there  are  two  people 
who  are  almost  equal  then  we  look  at 
extra  curricular  activities,  re- 
commendations and  leadership  qualities. 
Q.  Each  person  is  considered  as  an 
individual  not  just  grades.  Academics 
are  most  important  but  extra  curricular 
and  things  like  that... 
A.  Yes,  in  the  original  sense  however 
we  are  concerned  with  the  academic. 
Where  there  is  a  choice  of  two,  three 
or  four  others  that  come  into  the  same 
category  we  review  their  other  qualities 
and  decide  which  person  we  would  like 
to  have  more  than  the  others.  The  person 
that  we  thought  had  more  talents  to  offer 
us  would  get  the  nod. 
Q.  What  courses  do  you  feel  are  more 
popular? 

A.  Our  most  competitive  academic 
programs  in  terms  of  the  number  of 
people  who  apply  and  the  number  of 
applicants  we  can  accept  falls  in  three 
specific  areas.  They  are:  Industrial 
Arts,  Nursing,  and  Special  Education. 
Psychology  does  indicate  now  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  applicants  largely 
because  we  now  have  a  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  as  well  as  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  that  curriculum. 
Q.  How  many  students  graduate 
compared  to  the  number  of  students 
accepted'.1 

A.  I  don't  have  the  figures  that  would 
enable  me  to  answer  that  question 
properh.  I  would  onlj  be  guessing  for 
the  number  of  Fitchburg  but  nationally 
it's  about  W°o  of  all  those  who  go  to 
college  drop  out  sometime  before  they 
obtain  their  degree.  I  would  say  probably 
we    nave    fewer  dropouts  than  that.  We 


do  not  have  any  figures  that  indicate 
exactly  how  we  stand  on  this  problem. 
Q.  Has  the  student  changed  since  you 
were  in  school? 

A.  Yes,  of  course  it's  hard  to  compare 
and  that's  not  always  the  right  thing 
to  do.  I  think  the  tendency  for  older 
people  such  as  myself,  who  try  to  make 
comparisons  as  to  what  are  and  what 
were  are  not  too  valid.  I  try  to  avoid 
making  the  comparisons.  But  ob- 
viously, today's  student  is  much  more 
sophisticated  and  they  certainly  know 
more.  I  don't  think  they  are  any  brighter 
as  far  as  being  endowed  with  brains 
but  on  the  other  hand  they  have  many 
more  experiences  than  we  had  in  our 
day.  Today  people  go  to  Europe  for 
months  at  a  time.  They  travel  many 
places.  The  world,  in  terms  of  mobility, 
has  changed  a  great  deal.  It's  to  the 
point  today  that  anyone  can  travel.  The 
accessibility  of  the  stimulation  of  televi- 
sion, where  we  hear  news  from  abroad, 
we  see  a  picture  of  a  country  on  the 
screen  and  we  want  to  see  it,  this  form 
of  stimulation  was  not  available  to  us. 
More  youngsters  change  from  college  to 
college  today. 

Q.  How  do  you  think  Fitchburg  will 
rate  among  the  other  state  schools  in 
the  future? 

A  As  far  as  I'm  concerned,  from  my 
relatively  short  experiences  and 
observations  here  at  Fitchburg  State, 
the  degree  of  excellence  is  quite  obvious 
to  me.  The  administration  is  constantly 
planning  to  improve  the  instructional 
programs.  Meetings  are  held  regularly 
between  department  chairmen,  ad- 
ministrators and  faculty  members  with 
the  purpose  of  upgrading  their  curricula, 
improving  their  teaching  methods  and 
trying  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  student. 
The  new  faculty  that  has  been  brought 
in  mainly  consists  of  people  holding 
their  doctors'  degrees.  This  is  criterion 
in  excellence  as  far  as  standards  are 
concerned  in  rating  colleges.  Fitchburg 
is  evaluated  by  the  New  England  Asso- 
ciation of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools.  These  people  are  constantly 
observing  you.  We  are  also  certified 
by  national  groups  such  as  the  Nurses 
and  Special  Education.  These  courses  are 
part  of  the  broader  national  scene  in 
terms  of  their  programs.  In  order  to 
be  certified  they  have  certain  curricu- 
1m.  certain  equipment  and  then- 
programs  have  to  be  of  a  certain 
nature.  The  college  is  very  much  con- 
cerned about  these  things.  In  other  words, 
the  indication  is  that  the  college,  it's 
supervisors  and  faculty  are  doing  every- 
thing possible  to  upgrade  their  programs. 
When  the  student  comes  here  he  can  be 
assured  that  he  will  receive  a  good 
education. 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  Fitchburg  is  known 
to  students  outside  of  Massachusetts? 
A.  From  a  standpoint  of  the  number  of 
inquiries  that  we  receive  here  in  this 
office  catalogs,  applications  and  other 
information  it  is  indicative  of  the  fact 
that   not  only   within   the  United  States 
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If  I  had  the  opportunity  to  ask  Presi- 
dent Nixon  one  question  I  think  it  would 
be  something  like:  "Mr.  Nixon,  from 
your  political  advertisements  it  seems 
that  you  would  have  the  American  people 
think  of  you  as  THE  "peace  candidate" 
of  this  election.  In  1968  you  were  elected 
as  the  peace  candidate  with  a  "secret 
plan  to  end  the  war,"  and  since  that 
time  you  have  succeeded  in  disengaging 
Americans  from  direct  ground  combat 
roles  in  Viet  Nam.  Now  days  before 
your  re-election  bid  comes  to  a  close, 
the  War  itself  seems  to  be  reaching  a 
political  settlement.  This  is  a  cul- 
mination of  four  years  of  continuous, 
concentrated,  bombing  of  this  agricul- 
tural country  in  which  more  bombs  were 
dropped  by  you  than  by  any  previous 
President.  Do  you  really  think  that  you 
can  pass  yourself  off  as  the  peace  candi- 
date of  this  election? 

Cambridge,  Mass.  is  a  "hot  spot"  these 
nights  since  a  seventeen  year  old  boy 
was  killed  while  in  police  custody. 


What  would  Richard  Brautigan scream 
into  the  black  of  the  night  when  kept 
awake  by  peeping  frogs?  A  Confederate 
General  From  Big  Sur  would  surely 
suggest  yelling,  "Campbell's  Soup!" 
Why?  Because  it  works. 

I  would  appreciate  a  fan  knowledge- 
able in  the  literary  field  to  inform  us 
as  to  exactly  what  does  Brautigan  want 
to  tell  us  In  Watermelon  Sugar,  l 
can't,  not  knowing  what  I've  read. 

What's  with  the  new  trend  in  grammar 
that  allows  the  use  of  "women"  when 
one  really  means  "woman"?  Everyone 
(well,  not  EVERYONE)  is  using  these 
two  interchangeably  lately.  Listen  for  it, 
it  sound  illiterate. 

Furor  over  "outsiders"  crashing  con- 
certs at  FSC?  The  outsiders  that  de- 
serve more  attention  (a  boot  in  the  ass, 
thrown  off  campus)  are  members  of  off- 
campus  organizations  using  the  SGA  as 
"HQ".  bye  now,  HUCK 


but  abroad  that  the  college  is  Known. 
Perhaps  this  is  so  because  of  its  spe- 
cialized programs  such  as  Industrial 
arts.  Our  Special  Education  department 
is  also  very  highly  regarded. 
Q.  Does  this  mean  that  Special  Education 
and  Industrial  Arts  are  the  school's 
best  majors'.' 

A.  The  term  best  would  be  hard  to 
define.  They  all  have  their  strengths 
and  weaknesses.  I  would  hesitate  to  say 
which  is  best  because  I  really  don't 
know. 

Q.  When  teachers  are  chosen  is  it 
only  because  they  hold  doctors'  degrees 
or  do  you  chose  people  that  you  feel 
will  relate  to  the  student  best? 
A.  The  administration  is  very  cognizant 
of  the  f>ict  that  human  relations  is  a  very 
def inate  factor  in  terms  of  the  student- 
teacher  relationship. 
Q.  Do  many  people  that  have  been  out 
of  school  for  a  while  come  back? 
A.  Yes  indeed.  I  have  been  very  agree- 
ably surprised  by  the  number  of  people 
who  have  been  in  careers  for  20  years 
and  have  come  back  because  they  decided 
they  wanted  to  take  up  something  that 
we  offered. 

Q.  In  accepting  students  do  you  choose 
minority  groups  in  fair  proportions  so 
that  the  school  will  be  well-rounded? 
A.  I  think  so,  yes.  Basically  the  minori- 
ty groups  find  it  comfortable  here.  I 
have  specifically  asked  them  how  they 
liked  the  atmosphere  and  how  do  they 
relate  to  their  white  peers  within  the 
college.  They  have  all  been  positive  and 
I  cannot  see  anything  that  would  prove 
that  these  people  are  being  discriminated 
against.    This  is  excellent  and  the  way 


we  want  it  to  be. 

Q.     Is  there  a  comfortable  relationship 

between  the  student  and  the  faculty  or 

is  it  more  of  the  formal  type? 

A.      No,   the   youngsters   admit  that  if 

they  need  help  the  faculty  is  ready  to 

help  them. 

Q.      Does   Fitchburg  have  an  exchange 

program? 

A.      No,    we  don't.   We  do   have  some 

special  programs  such  as  the  one  with 

the   University  of  Massachusetts.  They 

send   us   a  few   of  their  teachers  that 

want  to  become  certified  in  Special  Ed. 

They      come  and  take    the    necessary 

courses.  An  exchange  program  would  be 

significant   because   it  is   desirable  to 

In        the    college    campus   a^  htu  n 

pint  i  ous  as  possible. 

Q.     One  last  question,  what  were  \our 

reasons  for  accepting  this  job  and  are 

you  ever  pressured  into  accepting  certain 

students  by  high  officials  or  other  people? 

A.      My   reasons   for   coming  into  this 

particular  phase  of  education  are  because 

of    my    background    and   experience.    I 

have   worked   with  young  people  for  33 

years   on   the  secondary  and  collegiate 

level.   I  felt   I   could  render  a  service 

to  the  young  people. 

I  must  admit  that  at  times  I  am  some- 
what disillusioned  about  the  situation 
because  I  find  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  pressure  placed  upon  us  to  admit 
certain  people.  This  pressure  is  from  a 
variety  of  sources  outside  r.he  college. 
Although  I  don't  wish  to  elaborate  on 
that  it  does  make  my  job  uncomfortable 
for  me  at  times.  But  I  do  like  working 
with  the  young  people  and  I  feel  it's 
worth  it. 


Attention  Club  &  Organization  Officers 


Hi!  I'm  Cheryl  Cronin  and  I'm 
beginning  to  discover  what  it's  like  to 
travel  the  long  road  from  being  a  poli- 
tical-unknown to  a  political  known. 

Although  I  don't  want  my  name  to 
become  a  "household  word",  I  would 
like  to  gain  enough  notoriety  to  be  e- 
lected  vice  president  of  your  Commuter' s 
Board. 

What  qualifies  me  for  this  position? 
What  are  my  campaign  promises?  my 
hopes?  ideals?  And  who  am  I,  anyway? 
I  hesitate  to  get  into  it.  This  offer  of 
one-way  communication  is  really 
limited.  I  hope  to  meet  a  lot  of  you  in 
the  Commuter's  lounge  so  that  we  can 
both  find  out  who  the  other  is. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  I  have  held 
leadership  positions  before,  though  not 
at  Fitchburg  State.  Last  year  was  my 
first  year  in  Fitchburg  State  and  I 
spent  it  getting  my  head  together.  Now 
that  I'm  a  little  more  cohesive,  I'd  like 
to   use   what   I   have  together  to  better 


Fitchburg  State. 

We've  all  heard  the  same  old  tune  of 
student  apathy  again  and  again.  Has  it 
ever  occ tired  to  you  that  these  voices 
come  from  many  different  people  at  many 
different  times?  To  my  way  of  thinking, 
this  proves  that  we  have  SOMETHING 
in  common.  I've  also  found  that  we're 
very  willing  to  talk  and  act  if  we're 
given  half  a  chance.  I  think  our  largest 
problem  is  that  many  of  us  just  don't 
know  who  to  approach  with  our  grievances 
and  therefore  feel  that  the  whole  thing 
is  somewhat  hopeless.  There  are  a  lot 
of  commuters  here  and  our  Board  is 
a  potential  source  of  change.  My  main 
hope  is  to  let  people  know  who  I  am 
so  that  if  I  don't  approach  them,  they'll 
feel  free  to  approach  me.  In  our  small 
school,  this  kind  of  interaction  is 
possible,  so  let's  use  it.  Let's  open  up 
the  channels  of  communication  around 
here  and  provide  a  way  for  our  legiti- 
mate complaints  to  be  heard. 
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THE  STUDENT  AS  NIGER 

continued  from  page  6 

This  is  a  fact  you  want  to  start  with 
in  trying  to  understand  wider  social 
phenomena,  say,  politics,  in  our  country 
and  in  other  countries. 

Educational  oppression  is  trickier  to 
fight  than  racial  oppresion.  If  you're  a 
black  rebel,  they  can't  exile  you;  they 
either  have  to  intimidate  you  or  kill 
you.  But  in  high  school  or  college, 
they  can  just  bounce  you  out  of  the  fold. 
And  they  do.  Rebel  students  and  renegade 
faculty  members  get  smothered  or  shot 
down  with  devastating  accuracy.  In  high 
school,  it's  usually  the  student  who  gets 
it;  in  college,  it' s  more  often  the  teacher. 
Others  get  tired  of  fighting  and  volunta- 
rily leave  the  system.  This  may  be  a 
mistake,  though.  Dropping  out  of  college 
for  a  rebel,  is  a  little  like  going  North, 
for  a  Negro.  You  can't  really  get  away 
from  it  so  you  might  as  well  stay 
and  raise  heil. 

How  do  you  raise  hell?  That's  a  whole 
other  article.  But  just  for  a  start,  why 
not  stay  with  the  analogy?  What  have 
black  people  done?  They  have,  first 
of  all,  faced  the  fact  of  their  slavery. 
They've  stopped  kidding  themselves 
about  an  eventual  reward  in  the  Great 
Watermelon  Patch  in  the  sky.  They've 
organized;  they'  ve  decided  to  get  freedom 
now,  and  they've  started  taking  it. 

Students,  like  black  people,  have  im- 
mense unused  power.  They  could,  theore- 
tically, insist  on  participating  in  their 
own  education.  They  could  make  aca- 
demic freedom  bilateral.  They  could 
teach  their  teachers  to  thrive  on  love 
and  admiration,  rather  than  fear  and 
respect,  and  to  lay  down  their  weapons. 
Students  could  discover  community.  And 
they  could  learn  to  dance  by  dancing 
on  the  IBM  cards.  They  could  make 
coloring  books  out  of  the  catalogs  and  they 
could  put  the  grading  system  in  a 
museum.  They  could  raze  one  set  of 
walls  and  let  life  come  blowing  into 
the  classroom.  They  could  raze  another 
set  of  walls  and  let  education  flow  out 
and  flood  the  streets.  They  could  turn 
the  classroom  into  where  it's  at-a "field 
of  action"  as  Peter  Marin  describes  it. 
And.  believe  it  or  not,  they  could  study 
eagerly  and  learn  prodigiously  for  the 
best  of  all  possible  reasons-their  own 
reasons. 

They  could.  Theoretically.  They  have 
the  power.  But  only  in  a  very  few  places, 
like  Berkeley,  have  they  even  begun  to 
think  about  using  it.  For  students  as  for 
black  people,  the  hardest  battle  isn't 
with  Mr.  Charlie.  It's  what  Mr.  Charlie 
has  done  to  your  mind. 


FSC-SSC 
Band  Blast 

The  Salem  State  College  Band  will  be 
visiting  Fitchburg  State  for  a  Festival 
with  the  FSC  Band  on  Tuesday,  Novem- 
ber 14  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Weston  Audito- 
rium. 

After  a  special  dinner  given  in  honor 
of  the  SSC  Band  both  groups  will  hold 
a  joint  rehearsal  in  Weston.  Doors  will 
then  open  at  7:00  for  the  concert. 

The  Salem  State  Band,  directed  by  Mr. 
John  Finnegan,  will  open  the  program  and 
will  feature  selections  from  the  Broad- 
way Musical  "Hair"  and  works  by  Weber, 
Osterling  and  LeRoy  Anderson. 

The  Fitchburg  State  College  Band, 
directed  by  Mr.  Frank  Patterson,  will 
feature  "Africana",  a  composition  based 
on  two  Swahili  folk  songs  and  works 
by  Wagner,  Ippolitov-Ivanov and  Ploy har. 

The  highpoint  of  the  concert  will  be 
the  massing  of  the  two  bands  on  stage 
simultaneously  for  a  grand  finale  of 
selections.  The  combined  bands,  totaling 
more  than  100  musicians,  will  perform 
Sousa's  "El  Capitain"  March,  Hoist's 
"Suite  in  F,"  the  "Theme  from  the 
Summer  of  '42  and  end  with  the  thunder- 
ing sounds  of  Dvrok's  "Finale  from  the 
New  World  Symphony." 

Everyone  is  invited  to  attend  this 
exciting  event.  There  is  no  admission 
charge  and  everybody  is  welcome.  Bring 
a  friend  or  a  relative. 

JOIN  US! 


Philodemic  Society 

The  Philodemic  Society  welcomes  its 
new  sisters: 

Nancy  Bartley 

Joy  Castagna 

Bobby  C  ulamarie 

Sue  Gorman 

Wendy  Hood 

Terry  Meroski 

Pat  Morin 

Terri  Swift 

Nancy  Woodacre 
As  pledges,  these  girls  dressed  in 
costumes  and  gave  a  Halloween  party 
for  the  children  at  Burbank  Hospital. 
Also  they  held  a  raffle  and  the  proceeds 
went  to  the  Brain  Injured  Clinic  in 
Fitchburg.  The  winner  of  the  raffle  was 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hood  of  Tewksbury.  Our 
thanks  to  all  who  helped. 

To  the  person/persons, who  ripped  off 

Newman's   Chapel   stereo   and  liturical 

albums,    Tuesday  night,   October   17th. 

Please    return       it!       No  questions 

asked.. ..We  enjoy  and  need  it  too! 

Jo-Jo 

Newman  Association,  President 


t 
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Unless  You  Do  Something 

What? 

Calender  Committee  Meeting 

Miller  Hall  Oval  Room 

Monday's  At  11  A.M. 


NEWMAN 
AUCTION 


"Going,  going,  gone!  Sold  to  the  lady 
in  the  third  row  in  the  green  hat  with 
the  purple  feathers!" 

On  Saturday,  November  4  from  1  to  4 
p.m.,  the  Newman  Association  is  having 
an  auction  and  a  Flea  Market.  Every- 
thing from  lamps  to  pool  tables  will  be 
auctioned  off. 

A  Flea  Market  will  also  be  set  up 
containing  many   small  odds  and  ends. 

For  an  interesting  afternoon,  come  and 
see  what  we've  got  -  it's  probably  just 
what  you've  been  looking  for. 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  donate  any  items 
may  drop  them  off  at  the  Center. 


NOTICE 


Please  note  we  are  preparing  to  re- 
turn our  allowable  overstock  TEXT- 
BOOKS to  the  Publisher.  We  have  found 
in  the  past  some  Students  will  ask  for 
a  book  after  it  has  been  returned.  To 
avoid  this,  anyone  still  needing  a  book 
should  make  his  purchase  at  once  or 
make  a  deposit  and  place  one  on  reserve. 

We  must  make  our  allowable  returns 
beginning  on  Nov.  1st. 

College  Bookstore. 


North  Adams, 
Massachusetts 

The  Falcon  thinclads  bested  their 
opposition  from  North  Adams  State  by  a 
score  of  23-32.  The  meet  was  held 
on  a  tree  her  ous  4.2  mile  course  at 
North  Adams.  First  place  was  taken  by 
North  Adam's  Carl  Pollak.  The  result 
of  the  meet  was  no  longer  in  question 
when  Falcons  Fischer,  Feeney,  Gustaf- 
son  and  Kenney  appeared  on  the  scene. 
North  Adams  took  the  next  two  places 
with  John  Moore  Grabbing  ninth  to  round 
off  the  Falcons  scoring.  Winning  time  was 
20:29  with  Fisher  just  in  arrears  at 
20:36.  Fourth  finisher  from  Fitchburg  , 
Mike  Kenney,  was  a  welcomed  addition 
from  the  soccer  team  helping  to  boost 
the  F.S.C.  cause. 

The  green  and  white  are  now  4-4 
on  the  year. 

CROSS-COUNTRY 
REPORT 

The  Falcons  were  lambasted  by  the 
tune  of  16-47  in  a  x-country  mismatch 
against  Southeastern  Massachusetts  Uni- 
versity. The  meet  was  held  on  S.M.U.'s 
soggy,  swampy,  4.6  mile  course.  The 
Corssairs  almost  completely  dominated 
the  action  as  the  Falcons  had  but  four 
runners  in  the  top  fifteen.  S.M.U.'s 
Pete  Kuchinski  took  first  place  in  a  time 
of  22:31. 
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LANDLUBBERS  § 

NOW  AT  THE  COLLEGE  BOOKSTORE 
YOURS  FOR 
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$7.75 
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SIZES  FROM  26-36  WAIST 
LO-CUT  WITH  BIG  BELL  BOTTOMS 

SANFORIZED-ALL  COTTON 
BUY  NOW  AND  TAKE  IT  WITH  YOU 


WOMEN'S  LIBERATION 

Several   students   are   interested  in  the  student  body's  general  opinion  on  the 
topic  of  women's  liberation. 

Please  give  us  a  hand,  and  fill  out  the  questionnaire  below. 

Drop  your  questionnaire  in  the  appropriate  box  in  the  mail  room  in  Thompson 

Hall 
We  will  reveal  the  results  of  the  survey  in  a  future  edition  of  THE  CYCLE. 

************************************************************ 


Is    it   normal  for  a  woman  not  to  want  to  be  a  mother?  l—l       I— J 

Do   you  believe   in  the  family  roles:   man  is  supporter,  YESjJ  NOLJ 
woman  is  housewife? 

Should  a  woman  ask  a  man  out  for  a  date?  YES  LJ  NO  l—l 

Should  a  man  be  the  only  one  to  pay  on  a  date?  YES  Jj  NO  £^J 

Do    you    think    woman's    liberation    is    a  worthy   cause?  YEsQno|~1 

Any  Comments??? '??  » 


